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OF THE 


 Prefenr Convocation. 


My My Som, fear thou the LORD, and the King : and medale not with chem that g are 
| given to Change, Prov. xxiv. xxi. 


Ipſa mutario conſuetudinis etiam quz adjuvat utilitate novitate perturbat , Auguſt. i Re. ad 
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THE 


AUTHOR'*S 
"PROTESTATION 


0 cure;'the Prefailices with which too many are alrea- 
* - dy prepoſſeſſed, 'and to prevent the growth and miſe 
. -uchiewous-effetts , which they may produce ; TI have 
.' * thought it neceſſary for the ſecurity of my ſelf , and 
Brethren, to-declare what. our Perſwafions are, as to the Pre- 
ſent Government both in Chitrch and State. And firſt we have 
by oar 'Oaths promiſed ti bear-Parth and true Allegiance to the 
King 'and Queens 'Majeſhies:* Aud the whole Clergy have. renew- 
ed their Attegiance'to their' Majeſties,' and their adherence to 
the Church as Eſtabliſhed,in their late” Addreſs of Thanks, &cc. 
in theſe” words,” Whereby we doubt nor. but the Intereſt of the . 
Proteſtant Religion in' all "other Proteſtant Churches (which | 
4 deur to us) will-be better fecured,'&c.- So that whoever do 
repreſent them as. enemies, either to the Church or Stave, or 
any Proteſtant! Churches, *do' falſly and maliciduſly reproach 
them, . or interpret #hat to be their fin, which is their boundex . 
duty, and'care and if theſe be our faults,” T hope there is no 
fart. of people, who:joyn-with us in Hving , in obedience to the 
Laws of the. Land, 'and inthe Communion of the Church, will 
entertain thoſe Prejudices and hard thoughts of. us, which ſome 
that are enemies to'both, have from the Preſs, and from their 
Pulpits, ſcandalouſly ſuggeſted againſt us, to draw an Odiun 
on the, Conſultations of the whole Clergy in Convocation, and to ' 
Rh A 2 zncenſe 
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The Author's Proteſtation. 
incenſe the 1 = againſt them, as enemies to peace aud recon 


ciliation, ' Crave ths kindueſs from thoſe that are influ- 
exnced with theſe reports; 1. To conſider, what our Adverſa- 
ries report of us : And 2ly , what may be the reaſon of ſuch re- 
ports. The Author of the ſecomt Letter (reflefted on in the fol- 
{owing Diſcourſe) relating to - ——_— hath theſe = 
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according! 4n every. Pariſh, ne cov ping Lam among them. 
P.5. Thar vc have maintained*Trifles with Gnrfafordtic Rigor. 
And P. 6. we have already loſt our reputation with the peo- 
pl by Peng Teerou'y © an\thale\ things. Pi gr Jar 
there. i5-an © ation 2 We us of ramingito K clage nat 
-e'teſi fed” without P., \ AO; Thys: we. are 4 balemt 
tale ſort 05 men t i carr promile. in. adverſity , and forget 
al when that 1s over. P..22."Thaf we ſhall lole-the.people. 
of the Land, A and Lge \Adverlaxies advaiitage. aver Ws v0". 
our utter run. P. 154..1hat the. People arg;overttwown by. 
F&corhmunieations ko kqr 2 Penny Or; two-penny.eanoy: That 
wEThall totally extinguilh all-Ganvocations- for. the futire, 
ahd the LAS delires rg to conſider; whether, the Church 
of England is nov met together ionly tobe Fe/o's'de;/e;, ami: . 
(% Na p; mention Fer Tile znfinuations)that im B. 25. contains 
as Ach ſpite. and venom Ly he could hold without breakirlg,,. 
ſuch (Jaith þ he ) '} a8 are mo  pernerſel henkogainſt realonanc:. 
conſcience to do all. the. wickedne(s they--cam to- gratific a 
peeviſh tumour, 7th thefe things. he aſperſeth- the, whole: 
C ſergy. in: generah, cloathing. them as the: Perfecytors of old dah 
the Chriſtiane, '3n Bears aud LgansShins, 9d\./o expoſe tbens' 
ta be devoured by ſuch: Creatures. But "this \Author'\comer' rg\ 
Particulars. And P: 25. ſays, of the Suſpended Bifbips. (whom 
he acknowledgeth (as their greateſt erienties muſt.) that they are: 
exc-llent men): yet. /ays,. it: they, ſhould'not conſent” to: Alder? 
r:tions ,. The reſcarment ofthe State' will — [£31534 8 
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The Authot's Proteſtation. 
as enemies to them and us, ſo as they will be immetiatety 
crulh'd and: fall td nothing. {ud wore parttcnlatly be thus 
reflects on our worthy Prelotutor, a5 3 man worthy of the 
dead of the greattyt Criminal, For thas he faith of him, We . 
have no reaſoti. to thank him for his Speech , of his Motto, 
the laſt of which T ſuppole pleaſed him beſt, beeauſe it car- 
ried a. double ftab with it, the one apaitift the Church, the 
other againſt his. greateſt Bendfacor to ptortidte Hint in it, 
Tanutwn Relig io potnit fnantere mater > © ( 

But 1ly, What is the canſe of all this bitter al and inve- 
terate malice, it ts only betaafe he famieth they will not coh- 
ſent ts ſuch Alteratiows as fhall be propoſed to them ; but firſt 
it may well bs ſuppoſed , that neirher We nr they do yet forow 
what Alterations will be; for none have Bey ds yet propdfecl to 
them, and: therefore ro hang and draw Before any crime” be al- 
ledged againſt thewi, is # moſt barbarous practice; efpecially for 
one that is of the ſame Communion with them , and nfon thoſe 
whom the acknowtedgeth to be Juch excellent men his Fathers aud 
his Brethren. | But thus . did bs Predeceſſors heretofore teftroy 
the Church by ſach malicious infituations from grbunleſs feats 
aud jealoufres, as the Jews did Crutifie our Savior, Veniert 

Romani, 7hey will bring in Popery. But when the Chatch 
hath defeated that Exugine, and made it wholly uſeleſs by rodr- 
ing.up ths very foandations of Popery, ſuch men muſt hav? re-" 
conſe to:dther. inventions, And the noiſe of Perſocntbof i rat- 

ſed again them, that they h.rve Been anit wild be azaiy, if 

they had: power, as great Perſecutp?s as the Fieathen Emhpe- 
rors were but this clamor the preſent Biſhop' of Salisbury with 
ſeme others hive filenced, proving undeniably that the Church 

of England: had nerther the temper tbr tht poiver to: be of a 
Perſecht ing ſpirit. 2913 4 (96 20% 3, INDE 

And. now'; the Cty is, That ſhe is of 't peeviſh and 0b- 
fStinate humour , that againſt Reaſon and Conſciehte binders" 
peace ,and recoucitiation, antl in'ſuni ſaith oxr Author, That 
ihe, is-afraid. of loſing her Churctiop0 ver att Cliurtfhprome-" 


tions ;. 
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The Author's Proteſtation. 


tions ; though all the Nation knows with what general unani- 
mity and Chriſtian reſolution,” the Clergy hazarded' all their - 
Promotions, by refuſing to: publiſh the late Kings Declaration 
for Liberty of Conſcience,and ſuſpending the Penal Laws, wich 
now their enemies plead for, in compliance with the preſent Jun- 
Aure of Afﬀairs, and w as evident as any matter of fait can be; 
and little leſs evident is it, who they are that gape for the 
Preferments, which other men have fenally deſerved, and are- 


Legally poſſeſſed of ; if this be not enough _ to cure the 


prejudices which have been inſinuated into the Minds of over- 
credulous and inconfiderate Men ; yet I hope that which fol.- 
lows, if duly.confidered, may prevent the prejudicate Opinions 
of juch as have any ſober Principles, or ſerious Thoughts, leaſt 
unawares they be tempted to curie thoſe thar bleſs them in the 
Name of the Lord , and to bleſs thoſe that curſe their Father 
and Mother ; i that heretofore moſt abuſed Scripture, Judges 
5. 23. Curle ye Meroz ; curle ye bitterly the inhabitants 
thereof, becaute they came not .to the help of the Lord a- 
gainſt the mighty ; And: bleſſed above Women ſhall they be" 
that put. their. hands. to the nail, and their right-hands to the 
workman's hammer, to {mite oft the head of Szſera, and de-- 
{troy all the carved works of our Temples with Axes and 
Hammers, - We. are told that we have many Enemies, aud ſo 
we ever had, and are like to have, as all may ſee, that read 


what comes from the Preſs,aud what is preached from the Pulpit 


by Men of our own Communion : witneſs what was lately preach-' 
ed, in ſeveral Congregations ; That we are raiſing within our 
own mind, and in the minds of the people, over' whom we 
have any influence, all the ſowerneſs and peeviſhnelſs that- is . 
poſhble ; That the, things propoſed (. when yet there is 
nothing propoſed ? are of themſelves ſo defirable ,.\ though 
there thould be no Diſlenter gained by-them, .and{uch- as 
will tend to the making all the ' parts of our Offices both 
more unexceptionable, and more editying ; and it-we let fli 
the preſent. . advantages, that we' have, what 15. tobe ſaid. 
4 ; upon 


The Author's Proteſtation. 
upon it2: but that this 'is of the: Lord, who by itis punith- 
ing us ſor 6ur- other Sins ; for our remuinets in- our Duties';' 
for our . negtect ot .our-Paſtoral Care ; for our ſlackning 
that. ſtriftnets of Life which becomes. our Proteſtion'; tor our 
indulging our ſelves too. much. in: Senſuality and Lavineſs'/ 
and he thanks God for the Liberty, that the Service of Got{ 
is-ſecured to-all Men ; of following - the Dictates of Contei- 
ence, in the'Service of God ; and that we are- freed from all 
the Remnants of the worlſt part of Popery';' that we: had too 
long retained, I mean, /azth he, the. Spirit» of 'Perſecation, 

' Though the ſame perſon had vindicated" the Church" from fach 
a Spirit in ſeveral other Tradts ; TI ſhall only add, to make this 
Apology compleat, what Feſtus ſaid of Agrippa, As 25.23. 
It ſeems to me unreaſonable to tend a Pritoner, and not with- 
all to ſignifie. the Crimes; Jaid againſt him. Aud certainly, as 
yet, there are no Crimes laid againſt us of the Country, or you 
that are of the Convocation ; for it cannot be a Crime in them 
that are Men of good Reputation, and honeſt C onverſations, 
not to do that which 3s both againſt the Law of the Land , and. 
againſt the Didlates of their own Conſciences : It is not a Crime 
for a Man not to do what none as yet hath required of him to 
do ; It is not a Crime for a Man to do that which he is well 
- perſwaded. will be but loft labour when it is done ; and yet for 
theſe things we are defamed, accuſed, and condemned, and ex- 
poſed as ſo many Offenders to be executed at the will of the Rab- 
ble. Were it ſo, that the Queſtion had been propoſed, whether 
we would admit of Alterations, or not ; -= all Law and Equit 
gives Malefattors the priviledge of making a defence, eſpecialy 
when their Reputation, their Livelihoods, and even their Lives 
are mw An accuſed perſon ought to have his Enemy face 
to face; end hear his Taditement, and glead guilty or not guilty ; 
But none of theſe things have yet been permitted to us : And 
if it be crime enough to be accuſed, no mortal Man hath his 

Tnnocency ſecured. Theſe are, I hope, competent Reaſons for 

this preſent Undertaking , it being a thing natural for a Man 

| fo 
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The Author's Proteſtation. 
Yo defend himſelf, there being no living Creature ſo-void of 
Senſe, as not to avoid another that attempts to deſtroy him ; 
and every Worm will turn _ him that would ms on it : 
And if an innocent perſon chance to injure another that injuri- 
ouſly. aſſaults him, he is atway held guiltteſs, as having done it 
Se defendendo. | | 
. This, Sir, is what the jrregular and groundleſs Proceedings 
of ſome Diſſenters have exafted from us, to mollifie, if it be 
poſſible, the Temper of the People, as well as to abate the confi- 
dent Calumnies of our Enemies. Which God of 'his infinite 
Mercy gramt. T1 am, Sir, SN 13; ET 


Wholly yours, as you ate 
the Churehes Servant. - 
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VOAX CEEESR 


OR FHE 


Senſe of the Clergy, 


CONCERNING 
ALTERATIONS in the 
Eſtabliſhed Liruroy, oc. 


SIR, 

H E Intelligence you were pleafed to give me of 
the Ele&tion of Dr. Fae to be Prolocutor of the 

” Convocation, gives great fſatisfation to the Cler 
/ of theſe Parts; and that he was Choſen by much 
the major part of your Members, 1s lookt on as a good 
Omen of Succeſs in your Proceedings for the good of the 
Church, as by Law eſtabliſhed ; He being generally known 
to be a Perſon extraordinarily well qualified, as well in re- 
{pect of his Parts and Piety, as of Loyalty and Love to the 
Church. TI have ( as vou deſired ) been very folicitous to 
inform my fſclt concerning the Sentiments of the Clergy in 
my Neighbourhood , whether they think it convenient that 
there ſhould be Alterations made in the Liturgy, Govern- 
ment and Diſcipline of the Church, or not : And although I 
find them very inclinable to part with ſeveral Ceremonies, 
and to ſubmit to many Alterations tor the peace of the 
3 | Church, 
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Ciurc!:, and fatisfaction of ſober Diſlenters ; yet conſidering 
what weightier Matters the Diſlenters ſeek to remove, they 
ſuppoſe it more adviſable not to part with any thing to tho{e 
thac will not be ſatisfied, unlels they may carry all : And for 
this Opinion of theirs, whicn they humbly tubmit to the 
more mature determination ot the Convocation, they humbly 
ofler the tollowing Conſiderations : 


1. Ticy think it very reaſonable, that ſucl as are ag- 
grieved ſhould make their Application to the Convocation , 
to whom His Majeſty hath givea Power to prepare ſuch Re- 
medies as may by the Parliament receive the force of a Lav ; 
tor ſo ſays the Commiſſion ; So tiat the things by you {o 
confidered and prepared may be in a readiacts to be offered 
to the Convocation at their next meeting ; and when ap- 
proved by them, may be preſented to us, and our Two Hou- 
ſes of Parliament ; that it it ſhall be judged fit, they may be 
eſtabliſhed in due form of Law. It cannot be expected that 
the ſeveral Sets ſhould agree in Common Propofals, but 
that ſuch of them as will be {atisfied with what in Reaſon and 
Conſcience may be granted, and then I ſhould not doubt 
that they would be gratified, and a good agreement made ; 
for all agree (according to our Subſcriptions) that ſuch Ce- 
remonis as concern Diſcipline'and Order, may, upon juſt cau- 
ſes, be altered and changed ; but whether Alterations ſhould 
be made when they are like to produce more hurt than good, 
is what we think worthy of conſideration in the preſent calc. 
And we think we have a Moral aſſurance, that whatever 
Conceſſions the Convocation can make with ſatery to them- 
ſelves, will not only be deſpiſed, but caſt back as filth in 
our faces ; not only with a Quis requi/rvit, but with a Pudet 
hzc Opprobria vobu ; as if our manner ot publick Worſhi» 
were {o corrupt, that we were aſhamed of it, and were con- 
vinced of a necellity to purge it. Whereas though it was 
declared in the Pretace to the Liturgy, as allo in the King's 

Eccleli- 
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Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, as 1s repeated p. rx 3. of that Diſ- 
courſe, That it is reaſonable that on weighty and important 
Conſiderations, according to the Exigency of times and occaſti- 
ons, ſuch Changes and Alterations may be made, as to thoſe 
that are in place of — ſhould ſeem neceſſary or expe- 
dient : Yet it is there faid, We are fully perſwaded in our 
Judgments, that the Book, as it ſtood before eſtabliſhed by Law, 
doth not contain in it any thing contrary to the Word of God, 
or to ſound Dottrine, or which a godly Man may not with a good 
Conſcience uſe and ſubmit unto, or which is not fairly defenſa- 
ble againſt any that ſhall oppoſe the ſame. Though the Book 
there ſpoken of hath beea altered for the better in ſome Hun- 
dreds of places ſince that Declaration. 

2. They think it reaſonable, that the End ſhould be conſi- 
dered, betore the Means be reſolved on. Now the End de- 
ſigned by the Alterations to be made, is the Satisfaction of 
the Conlciences of the Diſſenters, and reducing them to the 
Communion of the Church ; but what thoſe Alterations are 
that will give them ſatisfaction, hath not yet been propoſed 
with any moderation, nor what Concefſions will reduce them 
to our Communion. The Author of a Diſcourſe concern- 
ing the late Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, p. 18. ſaith, 7hat 7# 
the Tear 1661, the Alterations and Additions then made by 
the Convocation, did amount to the number of about Six huz- 
dred : Yet that Eſtabliſhed Liturgy was rejected by ſome ot 
the ciiefeſt Diſſenters ( not without very indecent Reficcti- 
ons on King Charles the Second, who had promiſed! to leave 
thoſe things to the Parltament and Convocation ) with this 
reproach , If theſe be all the Abatements and Amendments 
ye will admit, ye ſell your own Tunocency, and the Churches 
Peace for nothing, | In the Year 1681, when Dr. S:!//;ng- 
fleet, now Biſhop of Worceſter, made Jjarge Overtures to'gra- 
tific the Diſlenters, ( viz.) That the Croſs in Bapritm avgint 
be either taken of, or contin'd to publick Baptiſm, an [ct 
to the choice of the Parents : That 1ſach as could not Kneel 
B 2 
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might be permitted to ſtand at the reception of the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper : That the Surplice thould be ta- 
ken away : That at Baptiſm the Fathers ſhould be permitted 
to joyn with the Sponſors in offering the Child to Baptiſm, 
or deſire them publickly to preſent their Ch ld, and the 
Charge be given to them both : That they ſhould be requi- 
red to Subſcribe only to tlurty fix of the Articles : That there 
ſhould be a new Tranſlation of the Pialms tor Parith-Chur- 
ches : That the Apocryphal Leſions ihould be exchanged 
tor Scriptural : That theRubrick ſhould be Corrected, with 
many other Condefcentions, They were all thrown, as it 
were, with ſpite in his recth, by thoſe that Anſwered his Ser. 
mon and Propoſals, with an Habeat fibi & furs. And in a 
Book of Mr. &. Bs, lately Re-printed, being an Account of 
Non-coniormity in the Reigns of Charles the Second and 
Fames the Second ; it is affirmed, That there are Forty ſin- 
ful Particulars in our Communion, befides Thirty tremen- 
dous Principles and Circumſtantials, which affright the Dif: 
{enters from it ; and he reproacheth the Contormiſts as a 
company of iying and perjur.d Perlons. And the Author of 
a late Book, called the Zealing Attempt, iays, they (the 
Non-conformiſts ) are not fſatisfied with the Propenſion of 
our Governors, to lay afide the Ceremonies, and other more 
oftenſive Impoſitions, unleſs their new Model tor a Compre- 
henſion may bc admitted ; which is ſuch, as would make 
every Pariſh-Church independent, and in a fhort time turn 
our Bethel into a Babel of Contuſton ; whereas therefore it 
is faid in the Pretace to the Liturgy, /? z reafouable, that 
on weighty and important Conſiderations, ſuch Alterations may 
be made as to thoſe that are in Authority ſhould ſeem necefſary 
and convenient : Yet it 1s added in the fame Preface, We are 
fully perſwaded in our Judgments (and we here profeſs it to 
the World, that the Book, as it ſtood before effabliſhed by Law 
(ard we may ſay the {ame of the Book now Eſtabliſhed ai- 
ter the Six hundred Alterations ) doth not contain in it any 

| thing 
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thing contrary to the Word of God, or to ſound Dottrine, or 
which a godly Man may not with a good Conſcience uſe or ſub- 
mit unto, or which is not fairly defenſible against any that fhall 
oppoſe the ſame. 

Now I take it as granted, that the Convocation neither can 
nor will alter all thoſe Particulars which fome leading Men a- 
mong the Diſſenters do account to be Sinful ; nor all thoſe 
tremendous Circumſtantials which will ſtil atright them from 
our Communion ; and that if but a few, if but oneſuch thing, 


- which they account tobe Sinful, remain unaltered, the Schiſm 


will {11 be continued : and therefore 1t I ſhould ask, Cz bo- 
0 > To what end ſhould any Alterations be made ? I doubt 
a ſatisfactory Anſwer could not be given by fuch as plead for 
them, when they themſelves have fo plainly declared, that 
they will not be {atisficd. 

Objed. But herein we may plete the King, the Parlia- 
ment, and a great part of the Diſſenting Laity. - 

Auf. Firſt as to the King, His. Majeſty hath devolved that 
Province on'the Convocation and Parliament. 

2dly, He hath declared his Satisfaction as to the preſent 
Conftitution. | 

3. He doth confirm his declared Judgment by his con- 
Nant practice in Communicating with the Church as eſta- 
bliſhed, and Frequent Promiles to tavour and-protect it, 

2. As to the Parliament, tzey do generally hve in the 
Communion of the Church; and if. any do otherwifc, it 1s 
contrary to ſeveral Acts of preeeding Parliaments, againſt 
which, though a Toleration be their Security, yet as that 
hath been formerly exploded, {o it may te again, and if they 
{ee it fit, abrogated. * © | ] | 

And 4hly, Nothing can be obligatory but what ſhall be 
enacted by them whoſe conſent we are nor affured of. 

3. As to the People, though ſoine few may defire Alte- 
rations, yet they do not agree in what Alterations they will 
acquieſce : And it 15 more probabic, that the inſiſting on a 
Contormity 


ARTE HIRE 


». 
HY RAN on nn NAA CT eo ren en $5 ms Woiw WfT Ar TEC 445% x8 


(63 


Conſormity 'to the preſent Conſtitution, will reduce all to an 
Uniformity, rather than any intended Alterations ; for Expe- 
rience ſhews, that from the Year 1661, when Uniformity 
was enjoyned, the People were generally reduced to it ; 10 
as in tome great Cities {carce three or tour perſons of any 
note kept ott trom our Communion, until the Toleration 
(procured by the Papiſts) put all into Diforder again. 

Laſtly, What the late Commithoners have prepared in or- 
der to an Alteration, is to us a Non conſtat, the Reatons are 
belt known to themiclves ; but though we have no very 
g00d opinion of ſuch of them as are {aid to be of Latitndina- 
rian Principles, yet they having hitherto lived in a Confor- 
mity to the Church as cllabluted, we hope they will not 
give up any thing that 1s ſubſtantial, with the Circumſlanti- 
als for Decency and Order ; or it they do fo, it will be as 
pardonable in us of the Country, to forfake them, as tor ſome 
of thoſe eminent Divines, that were joyned in Commitlion 
with them : And I am fully perſwaded, that on making ſuch 
Alterations as are {aid to be prepared by the Commiliioners, 
the Church will run the hazard of oftending a greater number 
of more conſiderable perſons, than they are likely to gratifie 
thereby. 

Object. But ſuch Altcrations . being made, ſuch as ſhall 
thenceforward continue to be Diſlenters, will be more inex- 
cuiable. 

Anſ. This is not very probable, ecauſe they will ſtill ſay, 
you have only taken oft the leſſer Offences, but have continu- 
d the. weighter Matters on their Confcicnces full, . (v7z.) 
tuch as in their Confciences they account to be Sintul, and 
ti:cir Conicrmity to them to be Damnable, _ | 

And if after {ich Alterations be eftabhihed by Law, and 
any Penalty be annexed for the Sanction of that Law, the 
Legiſlators will be reflected on as Perſecutors, and their Laws 


_ asfo many tearing Engines : thoughT mult needs fay, there ne- 


er yet vere {ſuch tcvere Penalties cnactca againſt any ſort of 
Dilcnters, 
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Diſſenters, though known to be Men of Atheiltical and Anti- 
monarchical Principles, as againſt ſome Reverend Fathers and 
Members of the Church, who are known to be Men of Re- 
ligious and Peaceable Principles, yet they quietly ſubmit with 
a Deus providebit. 

[ may well prefume, that no Man living in Communion 
with our Church, is convinc'd, that there 1s any thing Sin- 
ful in that Communion ; now theſe being the greater and 
the better part, I fay with Dr. Beveredge in his Sermon to 
the Convocation, p. 25. Neque ratio neque perpetua Ecclehe 
conſuetudo patitur ut pars toti preferatur ; Neither reaſon, 
nor the perpetual Cuſtom of the Church, doth permit that a 
part ſhould be preferred before the whole : And then nothing 
can juſtify the Diſſenters from Sclufm in their Separation 
trom us ; tor as to things that are by them judged Inexpedi- 
ent, it 1s fit that the greater and better Part ſhould judge of 
Expediency for the reſt, and not they for themfelves or their 
Betters : And if {uch Opinionative and Ungovernable People 
were for a while, by {tri&t Diſcipline, taught the Duty of 
Self-denial, as to things in their nature indifterent, and how 
neceſſary Obedience to Superiours is in ſuch caſes, which e- 
ven they themſelves do practice, and in which fort of things 
only our Governours have Authority, we might hope for an 
Uniformity, and not otherwiſe : And to this end 1t is very 
obſervable what Dr. Beveredze lays in his Sermon, p. 26. Ax- 
tiquas novis mutare Legibus ; To change old Laws for new, 
is alway dangerous, unleſs ſuch a Necellity conſtrain as is 0- 
therwite inſuperable. 

There was never any Church which hath not inferted in- 
to her Laws many things (not contrary, but) beſide thoſe 
things which are in tne Holy Scripture, and having made 
{uct Laivs, do eſtabliſh them by tne SanEtions of Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Puniihments, p. 23 : When thereiore that Learned Do- 
or ſays, p. 27. Vtrum Feclefg noſtra, &c. whether our 
Clurch be obliged by a Necettity to change any thing that 1s 


by 
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by her Laws eſtabliſhed, is not: his part to determine ; but, 
Prudentis ef, and immediately adds, 7his only I dare to af- 
firm, That if it be neceſſary to reduce wandring Sheep inte 
Chris's Flock ; if to take off Scruples from the minds of weak 
Brethren ; if to allay Flatred, appeaſe Anger, and as much as 
may be, to ſuppreſs all Diſſent ions concerning Religion ; if to re- 
call Ecclefiaſtical Diſcipline to its Primitive Vigour ; if to 
Defend and Eſtabliſh the best Church in the World again$t the 
Aſſaults of Men and Devils ; if theſe things ( fays he) ſeem 
neceſſary to any Man, it will alſo ſeem neceſſary to that Man td 
admit ſuch Changes as he is perſwaded will conduce to ſuch 


ends ; ſo as the Change be made in ſuch things only which our 


Church hath conſtituted by her fole Authority, not in ſach as 
_ Univerſal Church by her common Laws hath Eſtabliſh 
ed. 

Here then we ſay, that to alter the Epiſcopal Government 
to take the Power of Ordination from Biſhops, and place it 
in the hands of Presbyters, to take away a Well-ordered Li- 
turgy, and bring in Extemporary Prayers tor Publick Wors- 
thip, to give every Miniſter a Juriſdition and Power of Ex- 
communication, and many other things, without which fome 
grave Difſenters will not be comprehended, is more than the 
Learned Doctor will grant : for of ſuch things he ſpeaks his 
mind impartially, Zas ſub quovis pretextuvel extremis digi- 
tis attingere, Gc. To endeavour the removal of theſe, under 
any pretence whatſoever, or to touch them with one of our 
Fingers, is contrary to the Religious Care ot all the Churches 
of God, and of our own. 

And to Abrogate or Reject that, which hath Leen every- 
where, and at all times obſerved, 1s not to change an Eccleti- 
aſtical Rite only, but the Church it{eit, and to make it dit- 
fer trom all other Churches of God. 

But what then is the Do@tor's Judgment concerning ſuch 
Conſtitutions as are in the Power of a particular Church : 


Anl. 
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Auf. This the Dodtor determined, . p. 2 3. #t j#pr, af} 2 
e hath neither been woitt, nor ought t0'6c 
made by any Church at awy time, unleſs ſome great Neceſſity Ao 
conſtrain thereto : But of a change of what tort of Laws doth 
the Doctor ſpeak 2 That he tells us in the ſame Page, Neqae 


exim quiſpiam, ©c, There is not any Man fo skilful, as by 2- 


ry Art to foreſee how many and great dangers are like to 


arife by the change of incommodious Laws'; wherefore to 


change old Laws tor new, is alway dangerous, unleſs fuch a 
neceffity urge ir as cannot otherwite be overcome ; and ſuch 
2s is ſo manifeſt to all, that whoever ſeeth the Change, may 


affo ſee, Summam ejus rationem. & neceſſitatem, the greateſt 


Reaſon and neceſſity for the Change even of thoſe incommo- 
dious Laws. RR 
To-this T ſhall need to add no more than that apt Allufton 
of this Learned Doctor, concerning the Obligation of Eccle- 
fiaftical E aws, p. 19. As in this Kingdom there are many Cox- 
porgtions and inferiour Societies which have a Power granted 


"them, of conſtituting Laws for themſelves and their Members, 


with rhis caution, That nothing be done or conſtituteth by them 
which is contrary to the Statutes of the Realm, the Common 
Law, or any ancient Cuſtom, which beyond the memory of May, 
hath been introduced and received by the whole. Kingdom, and 
thereby bath obtained the foree of a Law; ( Now though this 
be in, p. 20. -applied to the Univerſal Church, yet in p. 21.) 
the Doctor applies it. to particular Churches : + quacunque 
provincia ſite ſunt ; In whatever Province a Church is plant- 
ed, the Biſhops and Paſtors of that Province, may, as oft 
as occaſion requires,, hold their Synods or Sacred Aſlemblics 
to. deliberate and conſult of. things belonging to the Churei: 
conſtituted in that Province : And p. 22. AZ ſach Churches, 
by their Syaods, have power to make Laws, as they ſhall judge 
expedient for tbe better Adminiſtration of the Publick U-orſhip 
Of God, ani of his Wdrd and Sacraments, within their Pre- 
vince ; otherwiſe it could not well be, that any Provincial or 
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National Church ſhould long ſubfift , or be at peace. And 
P. 23. Moreover, it belongs to all the Churches of God, to e- 
fabliſh, by Ecclefraſtical Penalties, ſuch Canons by them made, 
left any thing contrary to them ſhould be without Impunity com- 
mitted. | 

QZjedt. But our Diviſions had almoſt betrayed us to Pope- 
ry and Slavery, for prevention of which danger, for the fu- 
ture, it 15 adviſable, as much as may be, to inlarge the Terms 
of our Communion. | | 

Arſ. But who betrayed us to thoſe Diviſions ? were they 
not {ach as cauſeleſly ſeparated from us, and were more rea- 
dy to joyn with the common Enemy of the Proteſtant Reli- 


_ gion, ' though they call'd themſelves true. Proteſtants, than 


with the Church of Eg/and 2 Whereof: he that wrote the 
Defence of Dr. Stilling fleet's Sermon of Separation, gave an 
Account, and even dared the Opponents to call him to the 
proof of it, (viz.) That Dr. Owen, &c. were entertain'd as 
Penſioners to the late King, and by him, encouraged to con- 


tinue our Diviſions ; by which the Papilts got. great advan- 


tages againſt us. ' And whereto tended the flattering and ful- 
ſor Addreſſes of the Seftaries to the late King, to ſtand by 
him with their Lives and Fortunes, and to obey him without 
Reſerve, but to continue thoſe Diviſions, and foment thoſe 


Seeds of Diſcord which were grown up, and ripen'd almoſt 
fot the Harveſt, to'cut-us all down, and utterly deſtroy us ? 


And what. if ſome leading Presbyterians be by our Alterati- 
ons let into the Church, and advanced to ſuch Preterments as 
they hope for ; to be Biſhops, Deans, Arch-deacons, &c. what 
ſecurity. have we, ' that they will not promote Diviſions in 
the Church, more dangerous, than the Schiſm they made by 


Separation from us ; as ſome Biſhops, and others that had 


been ſour'd with that Leaven, being preferred in the Reign 


of Charles the Second, did attempt : A ſecret Enemy within 


the Walls of a well Fortified City, is more dangerous than an 
open Foe in the Field. 
| I 
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I have read in the Life of Judge Hales, written by the pre- 
ſent Biſhop of Sarum, p. 71. That there was a Bill tor Com 
prehenſion contrived by Biſhop Wilkins, Sir Orlando Bridg- 
mar, and that Judge, which though it contained more rea- 
ſonable Terms than what are now propoſed, (as I have been 
informed). for the Admiſſion of ſome Diſſenters into our 
Communion, yet it was oppoſed by the Clergy, becaule they 
thought a Faction within the Church, would prove to be 
more hurtful than a Schiſm without it : And when one Par- 
ty was let in upon Terms not perhaps unreaſonable, another 
Party, upon other Terms leſs realonable, would ſolicite their 
Admiſſion. And it was objected,” That as ſome might come 
in, ſo others, that were in our Communion, might take Ot- 
fence by the Alterations, and deſert it ; and feeing- our fre- 
quent Changes in ſome things, they might ſuppoſe that there 
1s nothing certain among us; and from the many Diſputes 
about our Liturgy, proceed to queſtion our Articles, and at 
laſt fall off to the Church of Rome, which they ſaw more con- 
ſtant . to their: Principles : For which, and other reaſons the 
Bill was caſt out by the Votes of the Houſe of Commons, 

with whom the ſame Conſiderations may {till prevail. 
And now let the Men that are given to Change, preduce 
thoſe weighty and important Reaſons, required in the Pre- 
face to the Common-Prayer, or that great Neceſlity which 
Dr. Beveredge requires for the Alteration, even of incommo- 
dious Laws. | | 
Is it neceffary that.an honeſt Man ſhould yoluntarily re- 
ſign his Freehold to a litigious Perſon, who neither deſires 
nor deſerves it, and perhaps would improve the poſlcſſion of 


it to his ruine ? "Y 
Is it neceſſary that a Parent ſhould yeild to a diſobedient 


Child, upon his own unreaſonable terms ? | 
Is it neceſſary that a good Man {hould accuſe, bear falſe 
witneſs againſt, and condemn and execute himſelf, and be a 
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Is it neceflary that the Cluizens ſhould ſifitr « breach 0 
be made in their Walls, to Sive advantage to an Enemy, 
when they are ready to open their Gates to kt mn any that 
offers a reaſonable aſſurance that he is a Friend 2 

Is there any necefity to Reform that Chureh which is con- 
{eſt to be the beſt Reformed 'Church in the World ; that 
Church to whoſe Pattern aff the reft do delire, and only want 
power and opportunity to conform their own ? . 

Is it neceſſary we ſhould do more for thoſe, who wilfulfy 
departed from us, and as our Saviour intimates, Not being con- 
tent to be with us, were againſt us, than we have done for 
thoſe forreign Proteſtants, Men of great Learning and ten- 
cer Conſciences , who voluntarily offer themſelves to our 
Communion, without inſiſting on any Terms with us? 

Is it neceſſary that a Church in which all things neceſſary 
to Salvation, may be freely enjoyed, ſhould accuſe herſelf of 
want of Chriſtian Charity, and of impoſing ſuch finfal Terms, 
for admitting others into her Communion, as were purpoſely 
deſigned to keep them out, and afterward voluntarily caft off 
thoſe things, and thereby confeſs themſelves guilty of {6 great 
Uncharitableneſs 2? ; 

Is it neceſſary that a Church, which hath Authority to 
judge for itſelf, what is decent and orderly, ſhould ſubje& 
herſelf to the Judgment of her Members, to determine for 
her or themſelves, what is decent and expedient, and what 
is not ; eſpecially when the Exception from Obedience. to 
the Church in ſuch things, ought to be as evident and un- 
queſtionable, as the Command to obey them in ſach Mat- 
ters Is ? CE Ont £24 

Is it neceſſary that we ſhould giye greater Offence to the 
Papiſts, from coming into our Communion ( now 1n this 
junQure of time) by our Variableneſs and Defedt of the 
Solemnity of Publick Worſhip, which hitherto they have 
objeRed againſt us ? 


Is 


( 13.) 
hto Is it neceſſary we ſhould part with any thing to them, 
whom we have reaſon to ſuſpe@, that they will not leave 


bo craving till they have all 


on- When all theſe things are proved to be neceſſary, then 
hat ſhall we be ready to make Alterations in our Ceremopies, 
ane and other Circumſtances, if the Diſſenters wil be content to 

kt us injoy what is ſubſtantial ang neceſlar 6 to the well-be- 
ty ing of eur Church : In the mean time we ſhall account our 
"y felv Va Happy, in = aumber of thoſe Exgliſb-men, that know 
or when they are well. | 
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CONCERNING 
The Ecclefiaſtical Commiſhon. 


S 7 R, 

Have alſo conferred with my Bretaren concerning x 

Book intituled , A Diſcourſe concerning the Eccleftaſtical 

Commiſſion, 1689. Of which we ſhall not ſay ſo much 

as the Author doth of a former Commithon tor the like 
affair} viz. That he never entertaind a good Opinion of it. 
We only remark, that this Author hath laid the foundation, 
which he and ſome others have framed their ſuperſtructure 
on, v2. 

I. That the Alterations intended by it are not _—_ 

2. That they are uſeful, tending to the well-being of the 
Church. RE: Ne, | * 38: ONE 

3- That it s a fit juntture for putting the defign in execu- 
tion. 

The Author gives ſeveral Inſtances of ſeveral Alterations 
made, as in the Third of Edward the Sixth, when the Com- 
mon-Prayer-book was compoſed and altered, the 1ſt. of E1:z. 
And a Proclamation for Authorizing an Uniformity of the 
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Book of Common-Prayer ; and at the Return of Charles the 
Second, the Liturgy, was reviewed (and altered.) by his Com- 
miſſion ae the' Savoy ; but our Author takes no notice of the 
Penalties to be inflicted on ſuch as ſhould not coxform to it, 
and on ſuch as ſhould defame it, by ſeveral Acts of Parlia- 
ment ; nor how little effect it had tor the healing the. Divi- 
fions and Schiſm which ſome Diſlenters had then -made ; 
nor how much King James the Firſt was.diſplealed with thoſe 
Diſſenters, - that pretended to make good their Objections a- 


gainſt it, which they were not able to pertorm in the Con- 
terence at FHampton-Court, whereof the Author ſpeaks, p. 3, 
Yet this I ſay of this Author, that, he {peaks much more mo 


deſtly than the Author of 4 Glaxce on the Eccleſiaſtical Com- 


miſſion, who would. precipitate the, matter, and have an At 
ot Parliament for a Comprehenſion firſt, and then an Act to 


- Authorize the Commilſſion : But our. Author pretends only to 


prepare things, - thereby. to, fave, Time and Labour, in kind- 


- a: Jeſs to:the Convocation ;. whateyer the Pretence be, the Con- 


cal 
ch 
ke 
FI 


-ſequence ,may be very, prejudicial, to; the Members of the 


Convocation, it any difference ſhoutd -happen for. this Dif 
courle ; and ſeveral, Letters .being ditperied into the Coun- 


tries, where they have. their , Refidence, to prepoſleſs the 


Minds of Diſſenters, that they have occaſioned the obſtructi- 


.on. of the .intended; Union; and as thoſe Letters import, de- 


ſenve.to be;treated as Eneures,.. i 
That Mobile which are already too full of Rankor againſt 


'them, and have already, in a conſiderable City, burnt a Bi- 


ſhop inſtead. of a. Pope, will be ready to. affront, them, and 
throw them into the next fire, as they were, when there was 


. rejoycing for, the Biſhops deliverance out- of the 7ower : 


And therefore it had been more prudent, . if they had with 
patience expected the determination of theConvocation, and 
torborn thoſe ill-boding Reflections, which tend to create an 
Odium againſt ſuch Members ; though it be _well known, 


- they have no power to offer any thing, being lunited by the 
; King's Propoſals. | Nor. 


048 )- 
- Nor fath the 'Author confuſed better: for his own Party 
when ſoaking of the Perſonat'Qualifieatians'of the Commit 
froners, p. 8. he tells the'Country, how they-tave been rr. 
duced as aſſuming Men, who will think themſelves bound 
int Hononr to defend what they ſhall have done, as Mer that 
have tenderneſs enongh to part with ary thing but their 
Church-preferments ; As Men who have a Latitude to con» 
form to a Charch, de fafo, which hath Power on its ſide 
And pag. 9. Men who conceal their own taclinations, till it 
is time to ſhew them ; Men likely to do the Church of Fx 
eld a good turtt, when opportunity ſerves, and which per: 
haps” they imagute now thiy have, whict Characters a- 
Sree well with thoſe who ate known to be Zatitadinarians 
indeed, -and have Monopolized Churclupreterments. Yet 
our Author ſays they have no temptation now-to ſhew, that 
they are Ven of Latitude; it ſeems then they had heretofore, 
Page to. our Author mentioneth another Objection, (viz.) 
Fhat as it may happen, ourChurch' may be changed, -aſtej« 
ed, and formed by mne Men, which are the 'number ot 
the Quorum in the Commiſſion. HOPE 3 
Now although I dare not ſay, there was any partiality uſed 
in 2aming the Commiſtioners ; yet when Keonſider that ma- 
ny of thoſe that were named did not appear, and ſome-very 
confiderable perſons that did = , perceiving that fome 
ſuch things, as might in their judgment” prove prejudicial tv 
the Church, were propoſed, did diſſent and withdraw; it 
was not altogether unlikely that Nine of thoſe who remain- 
'd might prepare ſucl-things, as the Convocation wonld' not 
approve of, as the Event will ſhew. OO mn. 


© And as for thoſe grear and excellent Men, who, as our 
Author ſays, are. not named in the Commiſſion; it had'been 
'2 more commendable Office and Duty to have pleaded on 
* their behalf, knowing them to be Men of great Prudence. and 
'Fortitude, as well as of Integrity and Aﬀe&tion to the 


'Clhurch; and that they are never like to diſturb the. Peace of 
| ; the 
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the State, to intercede that ſome favour might be ſhewn to 
them as well as to Diſſenters : Seeing if any, they are the 
Men, who ſuffer for ſake of their Conſciences ; eſpecially, ſec- 
ing our Author ſays, The Commiſſioners deſign nothing ſo un- 
reaſonable as to fear, that the Alterations would not paſs in a 
free Convocation, if thoſe Reverend and Judicious Prelates were 
preſent. But it 1s our great unhappineſs, that though there 
have been ſeveral Convocations called, yer had not an op- 
portunity of meeting, till theſe Right Reverend Fathers and 
others were excluded and made uncapable ; what hinderance 
this may be to the performance of what they promiſed, / as 
our Author relates) That they wanted no due tenderneſs to 
Diſſenters, but were willing to come to ſuch a temper as ſhould 
be thought fit when that matter ſhould be conſidered in Parlia- 
ment and Convocation, 1 cannot divine, but acquietce in the 
ju__ of our Author, That if nothing unreaſonable were 
deſigned, it might then have paſſed, and a firm Eſtabliſhment 
enſued ; for doubtleſs the calm Tempers of thote Reverend 
Fathers would mightily have'influenced their Sons. 

Page 13. mention 1s made of the Commiſſion ;- the Pre- 
face whereof is the ſame with what hath been betore mentio- 
ned out of the Preface to the Liturgy, concerning the Altera- 
tion of Rites and Ceremonies, &c. upon weighty and im- 
portant Conſiderations ; and the end of it 1s, to take away 
all occaſions of differences for the future, as well as reconci- 
ling all Their Majeſties Subje&ts at preſent. A Blefling : 
this to be ſeriouſly endeavoured by all perſons, but rather to 
be hoped for than expected ; for though not only all our 
Rites and Ceremonies, all things tending to Decency and 
Order, ſhould be taken away , yet there will be ſome that 
will find occaſions of difference {till ; for we are told in the 
late Healing Attempt, That it is impoſſible for the Diſſenters 
to unite, if it be ſtill affirmed, That the Biſhops and Presby- 
ters are not of the ſame Order : That the Power of Ordination 
x the ſole Prerogative of the Biſhops : ( 3. e.) It the Ordina- 
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nation by Presbyters be not, as-authentick, as, that, by Bis. 
ſhops ; or that the Ordination by, Presbyters is void ;;: amd: 
that the, Qrdaining them again by Biſhops, is: not; Rerordinas. 
tion ; and he tells us plainly,. Zhat.it i5.nos the taking. away of 
our Ceremonies, and other Impofitians, that will ſatisfe 4b6:Diye. 
ſenters ; but if a_Comprehen{194, may net:be had 0n+theſgrodbers 
terms, there can be none at afl, ' And a.greater Diſjenter«thamc 
he fays of Epiſcopacy, That it 1. that, thorny hedge whichohe: 
had made his buſineſs to pull down. and would endeaveurit(by. 
29ug on both fides) as long, as he.lived, And what diflike: 
tome have, not only of, the pretended. detects in our Liturgy; . 
but to, any Liturgy ſor. publick. Worſhip, is. toa-well, known: 
by ſome very late Writings of the Diſſenters. And Mr. Bax - 
zer affirms, That of the. Forty fruful Terms for + a \ Commute 
niou with us, if Thirty-nine. were taken -awayy aid.: only 
that Rubrick concerning the Salvation of Infants, dying: ſhorts - 
ly after their Baptiſm were continued , yet. they conld not; icons: 
form. 7 . 
Now to what purpoſe ſhould : we begin, when we-cannot : 
ſee where. to end. Is it- not better. to endure-ſome cinconve- 
niencjes.( as in all Conſtitutions ſome will be ) than+ta-cxs 
poſe our ſelves to certain .miſchiets?, And: what::canwenexs:; 
pect when the. Six hundred Alterations3n 1661, had no;com- 
petent effec, but were. rejected, with ſcorn? I wanderhow : 
this Author can obje&-to you, as it- you. proceeded omrthe:; 
ſame falſe grounds; as-thoſe Papiſts: Heath and -Fecknan; did * 
in. Prim. Eljz, in, oppoſing, the Act for Uniformity,(' vez.) 
That thoſe changes were departures from the Standard: of the. 
Catholick Church ; That . Poiuts - once; defined, ; were nateto-ber. 
brought. again into queſtion ;. That the Church ſhould; be.couſtant. 
70.2 ſelf : For he cannot but know: that;they oppoted: thaAGt! 
tor Uniformity Primo. Eliz. as excluding the tallaDodtfines:: 
and Superſtitions. of Romes; wheteas-we. plead: for.the Prefers : 
vation.of Uniformity in. Dodtrine,. Worſhip and. Government; 
which are all ;onpgſed by-fome {ort ef Dulenters: « I _ 
ave 
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leave the mdiflerent 'Reader to judge of the Inference which 
he makes, .p. 18. That if the Commeſſtners #n 1661, ſaw rea- 
.fou for making Additions and Alterations to the number of Six 
bundred ; That there is equal, 5f not greater reaſon for ſome fur- 
ther wmprovements, I think he Might rather conclude, as he 
doth immediately after-; That \if they had foreſeen what is 
fince come to paſs, (viz. how few 'of the Diflenters came 
-in upon thoſe Condeſtentions ) they would not have done 
all that _ did. And perhaps on theſe Conceſſions, in fa- 
your 'of Dillenters, the Papiſts had thoſe hopes cheriſhed in 
.them ( of which our Aathor there ſpeaks) of Liberty of Con- 
{cience, the removal of the Sanguinaty, arid then of other Pe- 
nal Laws, and of Forty Chappels to be opened for them in 
and about London ; for they know the Charity of the Church 
of. England is not confined to ofte Sect, ns that of the Seta- 
ries is. What he fays /p. 19. That the Conformiſts have given 
their Aſſent and Conſent. to the Book of Common-Prayer, whereof 
the. Preface is a part ; which fays, That in Churches Circum- 
Rantials may from time to time athmit of Alteration, 1s true, 
.but not the whole truth ; for it is added, Z/pon great and in- 
portant Reaſons, which the Aurhor omits ; and it he ſpeaks 
it not, as being mn a good Mood, but as his ſetled Judgment, 
that our Chureh, as it is the 'beſt conſtituted Church in the 
World.; then certainly they that cannot coriform to our 
Church, muſt on the {ame reaſon diſſent from all the other 
Reformed Churches. Page 20. he fays, He #s, in part, of the 
Opinion that the Prayers cannot te altered for the better by 
any «meer humane compoſition : Bat he will not grant it of eve- 
ry. Collett ; and what tHofe Collefts are, we may have oc- 
caſion-ro- conſider hereafter ; it 1$ enough, that our conſtant 
daily Prayers are beyond exception ; His great buſinels ( as 
he-calks-it) will be'but'a 'great barthen ro the Difſenters, as 
welſ as hmrlf; (w#2)' atlllng: forth Offices tothe Liturgy, 
and preparing new ones whith art wantisf. Secing we have 
had-to many complaints of the length and rediouſnelſs of them 
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formerly, one thing the Author can ſcarce pardon himſelf 
for, when writing of thoſe who he ſays ſo angrily, though 
cauſeleſly, ſpake againſt that Work, z. e. of making Alterati- 
ons ; he adds, They mult pardon me, if ſo near after the men- 
tioning of them, I take notice of the French Papiſts, who have 
reviled both the Commiſſion, and the perſons named in it. Here- 
in he ſeems to joyn all {uch as are not for Alterations, with 
the Papiſts ; and whether they muſt pardon him for this, if 
the People deal with them as Papiſts, let him conſider, and 
pardon himſelf it he can ; yet I think the Papiſts would ve- 
ry willingly have us make more Alterations, than moſt Pro- 
teltants think fit to make. | 

It is a pretty inſ{inuation which he makes, p. 21. ZThat the 
Conformiſts will naturally be glad if the Houſe, in which they 
reſolve to live and dye, have all the ſtrength and beauty ad- 
ded to it, which can be given it by Commiſſion, Convocation, 
and Parliament. 

Anſ. The ſtrength and beauty which it now-hath, is by 
all thoſe means confirmed to them ; and willingly they would 
live, and hope they may happily dye 1n it : But it the Diſſen- 
ters will make breaches in that Houſe,and take poſſeſſion there- 
of, detace its Beauty, and undermine its Strength, and force 
them to leave it, I cannot ſee how they can naturally be 
glad of the behaviour of ſuch il-natur'd Men; and that there 
are {ome ſuch beſides thoſe whom I have mentioned alrea- 
dy, the Author ſpeaks of fome in Northamptonſhire, and I 
know ſuch in other Counties, who oblige their Communi- 
cants, and have vowed themſelves never to return to the 
Communion of the Church of ZEzg/and ; and it the preſent 
generation be ſo bad, the next 1s not like (it theſe Men have 
their delire) to be better. 

In p. 22. the Author conſiders, 7hat now 7s a fit junfture of 
time for Alterations : And his firſt ground is, the Expediency, 
for things which may be done, yet are not to be done at. a 
time when they are not expedient : And thus he ſhews the 
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*Expediency ; The Paſſions of Men at this time are in a vehe- 
* ment fermentation ; and he that would allay the Feaves';. may 
ſtay too long, if he forbears to preſcribe till the bloud 79 quiet. 
- But muſt the Mother be bleeded, if the Children be diſtem- 
pered > Muſt the Paſſions of Men diſturb the Peace of the 
Church, and no Man endeavour to ſuppreſs them ? If a ſick 
: Man be diſtempered, and ungovernable, the Phyſician is his 
'friend, though he cauſe him to be confin'd or bound for a time. 
2. He ſays the Church hath at this time powerful Enemies. 
- Therefore | think ſhe ought to ſtand on her guard, and keep 
ſtri&t watch, leaſt they that are ſo, make too near approaches. 
And none are more dangerous, than thoſe that are or have 
| been of the ſame Houſe ; And though the Church had of late 
as implacable Enemies as ever, and they in great Power ; 
yet, by the bleſſing -of God, ſhe hath out-hved them. 
; Ob. 3. Their Majeſties have declared their defires of it. 
Anſ. The Commitſton fays, Upon weighty and important 
\ Reaſons; and that, the Alterations al by the Commiſſio- 
ners, may be approved by the Convocation and Parliament. 
| Cannot you waat for that time ? | 
2. Their Majeſties deſire may be beſt known by their li- 
;ving in the Communion of the Church as now eſtabliſhed, 
{and his former and late Declarations to favour and protect 
'1t ; for which the Convocation have addrefled their Thanks, 
: and doubt not of it. LTD 
' 4. The Houſe of Lords have given us their Senſe of it in 
the Bill of Union. Tha 
Anſ. We muſt expect their Senle, nothing being as yet de- 
; termined by them, as to new Alterations ; 'and the Act tor 
! Uniformity ſtands unrepealed by them. oh | 
5. Toleration is alreadly granted by Statute | | 
Anſ. That is a greater favour than was granted to the 
; Church-party,>in the late Wars, for almoſt Twenty years to- 
; gether, when Diſlenters were in Power ; and that ſhould ſuf- 
y fice them which they accounted too much tor others, 
2. i 


by the Printer might be reQtified. 
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2. It is well known at whoſe inſtance, and for-whole-{ake 
Tolerations were, formerly. granted, .(v:z.) of fich.as were 
pig ed Papiſts, and that .under a tale pretence, That the 
preſling of Uniformity had not procured the deſired ſluccets ; 


'but the true Reaſon was, that it was too fucceſsful. 


3- The Reaſons given by a very Religious and Loyal Par- 


lament againſt Toleration are irretragable, which were paſ- 


{ed Nemine:coutradicexte, 40 the Parligment 1662, and may 


'be ſeeq :in_{everal Printed Trats : This Parliament in the 


Ad for Uniformity, .did.as.mych as was; poſſible to perpetu- 
ate the Liturgy then Eſtabliſhed, to tuture Generations, or- 
dering all Neans and Chapters to procure Copies of it under 


the Great Seal, and pertect Coptes of the Ac of Uniform ty; 
and the like were tobe kept in the Courts of Weſtminſter, and 


in the Tower of Zondoy, that by them, - any Error. committed 


, 


4. The Eyes af the World are upon us, and. al} the Reform 
ed Churches are in expedlation of ſomething to hedone, which 
may make for Union aud. Pegce. | 


» — 


 "Anſw. The Eyes of the Chriſtian World admire, as well 
the Holineſs of our Doctrine, as the Beauty of our Worſhip 
and Adminiſtratian,; as alſo, the great things that God. hath 
done for our Church to preſerve it, as hitherto, ( bleſſed-be 
his Name ) he hath graciouſly done againſt all. the violent 
Attemprs of Popith Fury, and Fanatick Zeal., And as for the 
great Numbers of riſh.and French Prateſtants, which are now 
among, us, if we conſult them, they will al agknowledge-the 
great Goadneſs of God, in preſerving our. ChurctFto. be a 
SanQtary unto thefn, trom the Rage of their Perſecutors ; 
and heartily joyn with us in; all our, Oxdinances, without any 
{cruple againſt exther our Dodtrine'or.Ceremanes. |..And: this 
gives us much cate under our domeſtick Troubtes, and.hopes 
that it will be a benefit. tous, it, well conficered by. thern tiuat 
are otherw1iie minded. | 7101! W 


No Man can be wiſe tag late, { \aith ur Author ) | pag. 24 
B 
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Bit: it's too late to-ſhut” the'Stable-door; - when the Steed is- 
ſtollen : Principzts obſta, is a wiſe Rule. Page 25,,After the 
Tear 1661, though there were Writs iſſued out for a'Convoca-- 
tion, yet no Warrant could be procured for the Support and In- - 
couragement of the Church, - during. the Reigns of Charles the 
Second, and James the Second, We 7 4 
Anſw. The reaſon was, . becauſe the Diſſenters of all ſorts 
ſeared what would be done in the Caſe of Toleration and In- 
dulgence, as now they .do in the Caſe of Comprehenſion, and 
therefore the Meeting, was delayed. And he thinksit no good 
Advice of. them that {ay, Do nothing, now, or as little-as may 
be : when little or much is not the-buſineſs ; but as much as 
is fit,,. he ſhould. have faid,. 2 por great: and important Reaſons.” 
He adds, , 1f ove Opportunity be negletted, it may diſcourage the 
Phwers that offer it, from vouchſafing.another. . 
Anſw. We have heard indeed, That if the intended Altera. 
tions be not made by the Convocation, it may. be done with- 
out them in time. It fo, it will be their comfort, that: they : 
did. not put. their Hands tothe. pulling down the Church up- 
on their own Heads. Inthe mean time, we of the Country 
are. much amuſed - to hear -of your: tedious Adjoutnments,' 
and know not what to gueſs at, as the, occaſion . of thoſe de- 
lays ; unleſs it be, to give the: Diſſenters time to {pread-a- 
broad ſcandalous Reports: of- ſuch of the:Convocation” that ; 
carried -the-Election of Dr. Jane to be Prolocator;; againſt 
thoſe who Voted for Dean 7:4otſon ; who, as we-have heard, | 
cliimed-it as his Right, .belonging.to, that. Deanary ; though 
we have been ſince informed, that there belongs.to that Dea=" 
nary only Jus dirigend; Eledioutm.; which- implies,” That: 


, the Convocation had the Power and*Rightt of Election ; and 


that Dr: T z/totſou was.not then confirmed in that Deanafy' ; 
but: that the. EleCtion was. carried only by. three or-tour Voi- 


; ces," and piyen up by Dr. 7 z/otſou's Party: to preventany dis" 


ſturbance : But:you have aſ{lured us, that, it was otherwile, 


there being Two to One who Voted for Dr. Fave; And now 


thar 
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that we ſee Letter after Letter ſent abroad, to caſt an Odium 
on ſuch as ſhall not Vote for Alterations, though they ſee not 
any ſuffittent cauſe ſo to do, but great and important Rea- 
ſons fof®thie tontrary , we think that we ſee the reaſon of 
your Adjournments, which have given a Month's time to 0- 
thers, to prepare and difperſe fuch Pamphlets as may tend to 
your prejudice, and prepoſſeſs the People, that you are the 
Enemies of Peace and Reconciliation ; and to this end he 
complains : Firſt, (as the uſual Practice is) of thoſe Church- 
men, who by means of any Letters or Pamphlets, contain- 
ing uncharitable Miſrepreſentations of the Commiſſioners, or 
the Work under their hands, are prejudiced againſt thera ; - 
for he condemns {auch as Enemies to Peace, and as having a 
Zeal not according to Knowledge : but neither this Author, 
nor any other, ſince the firſt meeting of the Convocation , 
have taken any care to prevent the prejudices that ſome have 
endeavoured to raiſe againſt the far greateſt part of them, for 
chuſing Dr. Faze, rather than Dean 7zMorfon ; and whereas 
we have not yet ſeen one Pamphlet, or Printed*Letter to 
perſwade us, that there is no neceſſity-of Alterations, we have 
very many, that not without great Zeal, would incline us to 
think them neceſfary. And this Work being done by way 
of preparation, our hope is, that the Convocation will mect 
with no more Adjournments, but cloſely apply themſelves to 
what ſhall be propoſed by their Majeſties, and give the Na- 
tion the Reſult of their Conſultations, and the Reaſons of 
them : And fo Ijoyn with the Author, earneſtly beſeeching 
the People,not to give too open an Ear toany ſuch Cenfures of . 
Things, which they do not yet fully underſtand, and which 
for ought they know, may prove a great Bleſſing to them. 


The next Paper whereof I ſhall give you my thoughts, 1s, 
A Letter from a Miniſter in the Country, to a Member of the 
Convocation : The Author needed not have told us, that he 
was a Country-Miniſter ; for though there be in the Coun- 
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try many Miniſters, who for their Learning, may be, with-- 
out difparagement, compared: with moſt of the City-Mint- 
ſters ; yet. the Matter of his. Letter, as it is penned, ſhews, 
that he is inferiour tomany* of our Country-Minifters, as wilt 
evidently appear , by his handling the particulars which de- 
ſerves any remark : He begins with what, he underſtands, 
wilt be firſt offered to the Convocation, ( to wit )) The Refor- 
mation of the Kalender ; where he would have the Apocry- 
phal Lefforis exchanged; for as many taken out of the Canon 
of Scripture, as by the Biſhops and other Divines' Aſſembled 
to conſider of that matter, 164x : He doth not ſay was «x 
greed ; for I find in an Anſiver to a Petition preſented tothe 
King's Majeſty, by above a Thoufand Miniſters, as it was 
there ſaid, that there was no ſuch conceffion' made ; for pag. 
14. the Anſiver to the Objection fays, That they are gry 
ignorant if they know it not, or wilfully malicious and turbutent, 
if knowing it to be lawful, they yet oppugne the Reading of 'the 
Apecryphal Writings in the Church ; Non ad confirmationens 
fidei ſed ad reformationem morum : As'the Ancient Fathers 
tpeak and approve ; for which they quote #/zer. Preface in 
Pro. Cyprian in Symb. tn whoſe days, it ſeems, they were {0 
read. And they add, That the Articles of Convocation, and 
the Preface before the Apocryphal Books in the Eng/ifh Bibles, 
do directly ſhew ; ' adding, vie they give light to the Di- 
vine Hiſtory. And in the Account given of the Proceedings 
of the Commiſſioners, Printed' 166r, where the {ame \Ohje- 
tion was made, p. 55. and the reaſon given tor it :' Becaufe 
the Scriptures contain all things neceſſary, either in Doftrine to 
be-belicved, or in Duty to be prattiſed -' They anliver, Thax 
fach a Reaſon would exclude all Sermons, as wel as Apocryphtr 
tid why then ſo many Sermons,” if notwithſlanding'the uk: 
cy of Scripture, Sermons be neceſſary 2 There is no reaſon why 
theſe Apocryphal Eeſfons ſhon!d uot be uſeful moFF of them con- 
taining excetlent Diſcourſes; and Rules of Morality : "It is heat- 
#ily to' be wiſhed, that Sermons were as good ; and #0 leave 
Tk E 


I them 


(26 ) 


them out, were to croſs the Pradtice of the Church' in former 
Ages. And the Reply of the Diſlenters at that. time | is ob- 
ſervable : We asked not, ſay they, that no Apocryphal Cha- 
ter may be read in the Church,; but, that none may be read 
as'Lefſons. If you cite the Apocrypha as you do. other Hu- 
mane Writings, or read them as Homulies, we ſpeak not a- 
gainſt it ; and of this, neither thoſe Diſſenters, nor any 
ordinary Country-Miniſter could be ignorant ;. the Church 
having declared , That they are not of equal: Authority with 
the Scriptures ; which. is known to their own People, who 
therefore will not have them Bound with their Bibles ; beſides, 
no part- of the” Apocrypha is. read on Sundays, but on the 
Week-days, when there are too te to hear them, and thoſe 
few better inſtructed than to think them ' Canonical. But- 
though. this may ſatisfie all ſober perſons, yet I do here proteſt, 
That were it not that the Diſſenters have given us an aſſu- 
rance, that tho' theſe and many other Alterations ſhould be 
made, it would give them no ſatisfaction, . nor bring them 
into our Communion, I would uſe all the Intereft I have for 
ſuch Alterations ; and for that. end allo, part with many of 
the Ceremonies ; but of this there is a deep/ſilence; or rather 
2 loud diſſent. | 
 TheLetter adds, /f thoſe Apocryphal Chapters were ancient- 
ly read, ſo were Hermes Paſtor, aud Clemens Rom. and the 
Argument holds for reading theſe. ' «OT EY 
- ſw. The Church have anciently diſuſed them ; , but if 
they were now read, or the Epiſtles of 1gnatius and Polycarp, 
or {ome ſelect Chapters out of King Charles. the Martyr's 
Eixwy Ranxxi, inſtead of the, Sermons on the Week-days Le- 
Aares ; in which many promer Abſurdities tending to Schiſm 
and .Sedition are injected into the minds of the People; I be- 


lieye, 1t would be much more for the Edification of them. 
_ Objet. #f they, (1. e. ) the Apocryphal Lefures, were 
read, then we know what Miſchief enſued from it, &c, _ 
Anſw. We know too, what Miſchief accidentally. aroſe 
trom 
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from Reading the Scriptures ; muſt they theretore be laid a- 


ſide ? But the Church of Rome hath made them Canonical. 

Anſw. The People do believe, [that many of thoſe falſe Do- 
- trines, many -Falſhoods, and dangerous Opinions which: 
are held forth to them in their Conventicles, are as true as 
the Goſpel ; and why are not they laid afide 2 when we 
know what Miſchiets ſome Sermons Preached in 41, and 42. 
produced : Be/ and the Dragon, with 7obzt and his Dog could 
not have-done:{uch diſmal-teats. The next thing inſifted on, 
þ- 6. is, The Revifmg of the Pſalter, added to the Liturgy, 
which ſeems not ſo defenſible, there being a more Corrett Copy 
. in our Hands ; and an inconfiſtancy between the two Tranſlati- 
ons being. obſerved by the Vulgar. 

" Anſw. Though there be. Variations m+the' two Tranſlat;- 
ons, yet they. do:not contradict one the other ;- but [rather 
explain and give light to each other ; as the divers Commen- 
taries of Learned: Men do. TRY = | 

2. The Tranſlation of the Liturgy-Pfalter' is taken' moſtly 
- from the Septuagint, or Greek Copies, which that Church 
. ſtill obſerves; and it is obſervable, 'that our Saviour and the 
. Apoſtles, when they quote the Scripture of the Old-Teſta- 
- ment, to confirm their Doctrine, do trequently: make uſe of 
this Tranſlation, thougli the Zebrew:was as well known to 
them as the Greek. £7. G10, S 16/1 HS 

3. There are Vari# Lefiones even in: the Zebrow. Copies, 
which the want of Points hath occaſioned ; concerning which 
there are yet great Diſputes among the Learned Criricks. 

4. The beſt Tranſlations haye:many. Defes-and Incon- 
ſiſtancies, occaſioned by the various Significations. of the ZHe- 
brew words; as 'the'word.Barach ſignifies both to Bleſs and to 
Curſe : So that though the one ſhould be granted ro be:more 
_ correct than the other, yet becauſe the one ſzrves as a ſhort 
Paraphraſe to explain the other, and the: People have the Ule 
of both, this Exception is a meer Cavil: And there 15 ſome 
weight in what.the Letter obſerves, -7 hat the People. have ma- 
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ny of them learnt the Pſalms, as they are daily read Memori- 
tur,which if difuſed;they would foon foete. And tor this caute 
our Saviour made uſe of the Septuagint 'Tranſlation, becauſe 
it was beſt known to'that Generation. . And it the Septua- 


gint Tranſlation needs a Review, ſo doth the other, whichss 
not ſo Correct, but it may be amended in many places, and 


{ſo will the beſt, to the end of the World. That the Author of 
the Letter may let: nothing paſs, he omits not the Ule of the 
Ring. in Marriage; tho' he ſays, It is agreed tobe but a Ciuyl 
Right + And theretore I leave him to becivilly treated by the 
Women. VA SA Es | | 
Page 8. TheLefter comes to treat of our Ceremonies.; con- 
cerning which he ſays, There uz a difficulty to proceed in our 
Diſfeations ; for without quitting or altering, the Difſenting 


Party is not to be brought into the Church ; and without re- 


taining them, ' many ot our own will' hardly be-kept in it : 
And he conſiders, That the one may occafton.a Schiſm from the 


Church, the other a Schiſm' mit, Now a Schilm in the 
, Church, will-tend more certainly :and ſpeedily to its Confu- 


ſon, than that out of the-Church. And this Schiſm is alrea- 
dy inibeing, 'and will not be remedied, tho' all the Ceremo- 
monties:thould be taken away; it is therefore very impru- 


dent, cauſtefty:to-begin:atdther[Schiſm in the Church, . eſpe- 


cially when it is not fo much Conſcience, .as Scruple and Pre- 


when. for their Intereſt, and enjoyment of beneficial Offices, 


they were required to conform to the Publick Worſhip, they 


-did it: notwithſtanding 'the Uſe of Ceremonies ; and I know 
Stew of them who-are not willing that their. Children and Re- 


lations ſhould conform 'for their. advantage ; and therefore I 


- thallnot trouble the Reader with his impradticable Idea's tor 


Accommodation;-and only fay, That: more than what he pro-: 


. Poſeth hathksenoffered-tor an Accommodation, but refuſed, 
2and that: mot without ſoorn! tf | | 
"Page 9, Hecorhes to.theibuſinels.of Reordination, and fays, þ 


They 


(29) 
They that have been Ordained by Presbyters (though they are 
not againſt" Epiſcopal Orders, yet ) think it unlawful to re- 
nounce them, aud to be Reortlained. | | 

Anſw. This he confeſſeth to be againſt a late Act of Parlia- 
ment yet in force, which hath provided, 7hat none are to be 
admitted to Officiate inthe Church of England, without Epiſ- 
copal Ordination.: for which realon, it there were no other, 
I cannot ſee how any Member of- the Convocation can con- 
ſent to it : The firſt Reaſon which the Letter gives tor it, is, 
That it was. not ſo before. 

Anſw. It was ever (o in the Church of England, except in 
{ome extraordinary Caſes, where Ordination by Biſhops could 
nor be had ;. as in the Caſe: of the three S»z77/h. Biſhops : but 
here the Caſe is altered, there being Biſhops ready to give 
Orders, ever ſince 1660; wherefore ſuch as have been Or-- 
dained by Presbyters ſince that time, may be faid to do it in 
Contermpt of their Authority in that Caſe ; nor were thoſe 
that were Ordained before that tume deprived of an opportu- 
nity to.take their Orders from the Hands of a ;Biſhop, there 
being ſome {till ready to confer them ; and; many 1a thepre- 
ceding Years-did accept of thoſe Orders from Biſhops ; which 
argues, that ſuch asdid not. refuſe it in Contempt, or for their 
Preterment , which was denyed to ſome , becauſe they had! 
been Epiſcopally Ordained ; but the main Argument may he 
'taken trom Dr. Beveridge's Text, 1 Cor: 1.1. 16, {f any, az 
ſeem. zo be contentious , we have no ſuch -Cuſtem , neither, the 
Churches of God :- tor ſearch all the Ecclehallical Recordz, and 
you wall find, that, except in caſe of great neceſiity, no Ording- 
t.0n hathever been accounted valid, but ſuch as hath Leen ay'- 
"miniſtred by the Hands; of a Biſhop ; end at any;did.cente{t 
it, they have been-branded as an Aung” LS 

his Country-Miniſter- theretqre: aſſumes thy, ;tpuoh to 
himſelf, to - preſcribe to the: Convocttion in. io materiab a 
Point, 'and urge Arguments tar it, when tae Commilkoners 
were only to prepare Materials. ior, the Convocation. to de--- 
| NS OK OO RT TY CE ine. 
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termine of.. | But he pleads farther, p. to. (od fliers non de- 
buit fatlum valet : Though it ought not to be done, yet being 
done, it is valid, 


This is denicd, becauſe botl thoſe Predyters that gave it, 
and thoſt's lo received it, were guilry of 2 Schilm, as muc{1 
ther as now '( for the Practice 1s {Lil} continued ) Epiſcopal 
Ordination, Leing fill to be hy4 without any contiderable 
difficulty. And the Author grants, that St. Zerome, (tho' 
pleading the Cauſe of Predbytcrs againſt Biſhops, yer ) grants, 
that it was the ſole Prerogative and diſtingutthing Character 
of that Order ( viz.) of Biſhops to Ordain : His words are, 
Quid enim non faciat Presbyter, quod facit Epiſcopus excepta 
Sola Ordinatione : And therefore the Sa/vo s which he makes 
tor the fake of ſome particular perſons, againſt the conſtant 
practice of the Univerſal Church, and particularly againſt 
the Law of the Land, cannot be excuſed from being a Plea 
tor the preſent, Schiſm ; and the perpetuating thereof, ſuch 
Ordinations being ſtill pratifed. * _ "Eg El 

Page 12. He ſpeaks concerning Declarations and Sublcri 
tions : the reſult whereof is, That he per{wades himſelt, (and 
I think he will not perſwade many others, beſides thoſe who 
already ſtand out) that what is generally underſtood by 
thoſe Subſcriptions and Declarations, ought to be more plain- 
ly expreſſed : For if it be generally ſo underſtood already, 
as he would have it , what' need 1s there to have it more 
phinly expreſſed > (viz. ) That the former, 2. e. the Decla- 
ration of Aſſent and Conlent is'to the Z/e of the Common- 
Prayer ; the latter ( viz. ) Subſcription to the Articles, is as 
to Articles of Peace and Concord, which, he ſays, is the Senle 
of Archbiſhop Land, as he underſtands it ( againſt Fier, 


P51. #.2.) And without doubt that of Archbiſhop Bram- 


hafl (Schiſm guarded, S. 1. C. 11,&c. and Mr.Chilingworth's 
Anſiver to Charity Maintained.) But yet, to maintain Schiſin 
and Contention, he forms a Caſe after this manner : Suppoſe 
a young Student (not 'a Diſſenter ) thinks of entring m —_ 

| Waders ; 
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Orders ; and confidering what he u to do, meets firſt with the 
Declaration of his unfeigned aſſent and conſent to the uſe of all 
and every thing contained in and preſcribed by the Book of 
Common-Prayer ; among which, he finds that the Apocrypha u to 
be read. ( Of this Scruple we have ſpokenalready.) Ther he 
proceeds to the Pſalms, and comparing the two Tranſlations, 
finds ſome things inconſiſtent, and ſometimes the one to deny what 
the other affirms. _ | Wee 6 

Anſ. And this Caſe hath keen already {canned ; but to o- 
mit nothing of his Obje&ttons, he adds, That this young May 
finds in the two Tranſlations, ſome things inconſiſtent, and the 
one ro deny what the other affirms ; and being to uſe both, in 
the Desk, he reads, (as Pal. x05. 28.) They were not obe-. 
dicnt to his word ; and in the Pulpit, with the Hebrew, and 
the new Tranſlations, he'reads, They rebelled not againſt his 
word. To thisI anſwer : 

First, There are many ſeeming Inconſiſtencies and -Con- 
traditions in that which he calls the Correct Tranſlation, 
(namely, from the Zebrew) which have occaſioned the wri- 
ring of 'divers Books, for the reconciling of them ; and 
none 'but ſuch as are diſpoſed to Atheiſm, are offended at 
them. 

2d4ly, This is ſuch a-Blunder, as none-but a 'Man wholly 
given to Contention, ' and is able to read the Reſolutions of 
Learned Men, could * be- guilty -of 5 had - he conſulted” but 
Mr.P.'s.Synopfts on the place, that thewords ZLoMars admits'of 
an Interrogation, and that is a vehement affirmation, then the 
ſence of this Tranſlation,. Did they not rebel > is: aS'much as 
they did rebel againſt his word, which. is. the fame with the 
other Tranſlation , (viz.) They were hot obedient, vr.they re- 
belled againft his word; thus the Hebrew Tranſlation agrees 
with the Septuagint: And of this among other inſtances, Mr. 
Poole gives one, Exod-8.26. we read, will they not ſtone us 2 
when - without the Interrogation, it would have been tran- 
ſlated, They would not have ſtoned us'; but the Septuagint'al- 
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rees well , with the Hebrew Tranſlation, for the Verb 
may .haye .reſpect. to. divers precedent Nouns, ſome 
whereof (peak de rebus (F- figuis, others de perſoues,;. Now the 


:  CanI 


£Egyptians, for the convidtion of whom God, executed the 


Plagues before ſpoken of, were not obedient to his word, and 
{o both Tranſlations agree : 'Thele and other Reſolutions are 
ſo clear, that I wonder how any Country-Miniſter, much leſs 
one of the City, ſhould at this time of the day, be ignorant of 
them ; but none fo btind as he that will not fee ; tar it looks 
like a deſign in the Author, to foment Prejudices and Mi- 
ſtakes in the Minds of y Men, .to keep up a Schiſm a- 
gainſt the Clurch, , ; And fo dota his next Plea, p. 14. againft 


* 


the ule of the Athazaſian Creed, whillt he reſtrains the Dam» 
natory Sentences to one. Article of the Creed, which is to be. 
referred to the whole, tor fo fays the Preface, This » the Ca- 


tholick Faith, &c. 


Moreover, I think it not neceſſary to Salvation, . that eve- 
ry. Man ſhould believe that Article of. the Proceſlion of the 
Holy Ghoſt from the Father to the-Son, ſeeing there are ſe. 
veral Articles in the Creed called the Apoſtles, as we receive 
it now, which in the moſt Primitive Times, were not ex- 
tant in that Creed ; for which conlult Yoſſtus, Armagh, and 
Dx. Pearſou; the late Biſhop of Chefter.; and therefore I can- 
not; conceive.that thale Greek Churches were Hereticks,and in 
2 ſtate of Damnation, that held not the F7/0gue : And to, this 
-purpoſe the Letter makes his ſecond Quere, Whether this be 
a fundamental Article of the Faith, which except a Man be- 
Lieves he caunat be ſaved? Secing as he grants 1t:is not made 
necellary. þy. Athavafus himſelf; nor was originally. either in 
the. Nicene (truly ſo called,), or Athangfigy Creed. Norge it 
fo thought by our Church, (lays the Letter) which receiving the 
four fir General Councils, agrees with that of Ephelys, (which 
is the third), which made 2 peremptory Decree againft all Ad- 
ditions -to, be made thereafter to, the Creed, Conci. EpheC 
Part 3. Art. 6. (Which ſhews that tome Additions had been 
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formerly made,). From whence (lays he) it follows, that n- 
thing elſe was then accounted neceſſary to be believed, but what 
was contained in the Nicene : And fo the Damnatory Senten- 
ces not appearing tobe the Addition of- Athanaſtns, nor re- 
ſpecting any particular Article, but what is fundamental and 
neceſlary to:Salvation ; in the whole, the ;young Man, not- 
withſtanding any thing that the. Letter faith, may Subſcribe 
the prune A Creed with the Damnatory Sentences, which 
are applicable only to ſuch as obſtinately deny. the Fundamen= 
tal; Articles -of the Chriſtian Faith! contained-in that-Greed; 
And-I deſire the Author of: this Objection to conſider, what 
occaſion it- hath given to the Antitrinitarians to proclaim 
their Blaſphemies againſt the' Bleſſed Trinity, and conlequent- 
ly .againſt the Chriftian Religion ;, for a late Writer ſays, That 
Athanaſrs was drunk when he wtote 'that Creed ; That it is 
ſetled by a Tyrannical Dominion, ' and is. Superſtition or Poli- 
ty, rather than true Religion'; That the Follies. and Contradi(tis 
ons charged on. the.Doetrine of Tranſubftantiation,' are, neither 
for: Number, Conſequence on. Greatneſs, comparable-ts theſe ime 
plied inthe Athanafian'Creed\; And.that the Trinity hath the 
ſame foundation with Tranſubſtantiation , ,and we muſt- admit 
both or neither. This Opinion of the Socinzans. hath been to 
* confuted by our.late Divines, that I ſhall not; repeat their Ar- 
guments; '{o-apt are-our Adverſaries, of all forts, to.improve 
the ObjeRions of Diſſenters into very dangerous and deſtry- 
tive Errors, | F--; 514 ne ny 3 5. 4tiactyt 
Page. 15, This Country-Minifter, hath a yery.modeſt Re- 
gueſt in behalf of himſelf and the Diſſenters, 'viz; That, Pres- 
j wk may be reflored to its ancient Priviledge, and permitted 
to-ſhare in all Ads belonging to their Station. What Acts 
thoſe are, he ſufficiently intimates, but,doth ngt enumerate,; 
they muſt ſhare in the Juriſdiction, and Adminiſtration ' of 
Diſcipline ; in the iſſuing torth of Excommunications, ,agd. Mm 
the power of Conterring Orders ; and this, forſooth; for the 
honour of the Biſhops to take oft whatever they may ſuffer 
; F | - 
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by Miſgovernment ; and I ſuppoſe they would quickly draw 
to0 much of that Odwum upon themſelves : Wherefore as ke 
doth, fo ſhall I leave theſe things to the mature conſideration 
of the Convocation ; and how likely- it is that the Church 
would not be the worſe for theſc Alterations, © 

But concerning|'this, he raiſeth two ObjeRtions : the firſt is, 
Where are they that would come in upon theſe Concefrons and 
Alterations > And, 2dly, if they do come in, what advan- 
tape this will be to the Church 2 - To. the firſt he lays, is 
but-to'try ; and1 fay, whatever the Chureh can-grant, and 
not be the worſe for it; hath-been- already: tried, and ſcorn- 
tully rejected, though the Conceſſions were more than the 
Convocation can new 'with prudence and _ grant them ; 
tor theſe will 'not ftifte their clamours againſt 'the'Chyrch, 
whe nave publickly declared, that they.cxpedt greater things : 


But un juſtice and meer ity, ſays -the Letter, theſe things Ong 


to be granted; for it was promiſed by their Biſhops, (viz.) that 
they © Any bt axtes | FRAY Ro Dz + | wn 
willing 'to' come to \fneh a femper as ſpoutel ye thought fit when 
that matter fhould be confitered andJetied in Parlinment and 
Corvocation. But as he fays they promiſed it when it was 
not in their power, 2nd now (theimore is the-pity) it 1s -not 
in their power to ipetfbtm it; but they. promrſed no more 
than'was fit-to be granted (C2.-e..) upon _ and important 
Reaſons, nor'more than what ſhould be thought fit by a Par- 
lament and Convocation, to which it 1s ſtill referred. 

'- 2efty, Yeinquires what benefit this will be to the Church > 
To which I anſwer, None at all ; if; as hefays, when kepr 
oat they areEnemies, and when ket in-they willbegoFriends : - 


but when they have- more power and oppertunity, «they tay 


-do'more miſchief. - S. #f. E.C.T.T. M.N:W.S. 'were tmthe 
Church in 16:4t, and did it more hurt than thoſe -that were 


-kept "ont ; and there -atetill fach among us, as are not of us, 


whoſe Names would make up a5-terrible a word, as that of 
Smeftymnus; Tut Tterbearto-call Names. 
(. | Hs 


(35) 
_ His third General is, Zhu? there are ſuch things in onr 
Church, as may be altered for the better, | 

_ As. Thus ſome Men have attempted to mend the Mag- 
nificat ; but finding they could not do- that; they reſolved to 
lay it aſide: And many an unskilful Architect hath under- 
taken to repair a good old Fabrick, ard make it better ; but 
by pulling down Fear after Beam, and after a leffer Stone a 
greater, till the whole Fabrick hath been like to fall; and 
then (what perhaps was deſigried at firſt } he perſivades the 
Owners, that there-is a neceſſity wholly to deſtroy the old, 
and erect a new one upon better fouridations : Atid thus the 
Country-Miniſter thinks he hath cleared the Point, and may 
come in for a ſhare in the imployment and* benefit. And 
firſt he 'ingageth-to make eafie and ſhort work of it, and 
would not. have his Country*Brethrett to be obliged to their 
daily labour in the Service of the Clntrch, but to he left free 
to-attend it how and when they: pleaſe, to perform one part 
of the Service at one time, and another at another, and to be left 
to their own. diſcretion, afid not tied up to Forms, and to d6 
what is commanded them. Thus he pleads for himſelf and 
fellow-labourers, whom he thinks fit to ſhare with the Maſter- 
builders ; and to that'end he thus miFrepreſents them, p. 20. 
That they are ready to impoſe ſach burthens on others, as they 
will not touch with themſelves ; That they only walk from 
a warm Honſe to a Cathedral, and for half an hoar turn over 
a Service-book, hear a Sermon, and return to a warm Room 
and good Fare, and kuow -not what it is to do the Service of a 
Care perhaps ab their life, Thys would be very edifying 
Doctrine m a Conventicte; but not {o #cceptable, when a 
Country-Miniſter ſhall preach it to a Convocation, whic!: 
conſiſts of the ſelet Clergy of the Land, who are, for 
the moſt part, obliged to the Service of 'Uod in Cathedrals, 
or in their own Charches ; und-Mortover, to all thoſe Servi- 
ces which the Cormtry-Miniſter i5 boutd to do : And which 
is 4s daffecult a work, 'us 4ny of the other, to Oturice thoſe 


F 2 Labou» 


— — MALT 


: 

$1 
4 
F 
f 


( 36)) 

Labourers, 'leaſt they do more hurt than good by their Idle- 
neſs, Ignorance, or Immorality ; for too many ſuch there be, 
who, it they were kept to their daily duty, might be reſtrain- 
cd from many- inconveniencies, whuch are more prejudicial to 
their Lives, than the appointed: Service of 'God would be. 
And doubtleſs the Convocation will not be 'of the Country- 
Miniſter's mind, p.2 1. That he ſhould be left to his diſcretion 
to read one. part of the Service. one day, anid' another another ; 
and in the Afternoon to leave out the. firſt Leſſon, or the like ; 
leaving out on' Sunday the Communion-Service, and ſhortning 
the Liturgy at. the Lord's-Prayer. For which he gives this 
reaſon, 7 hat it was compoſed peculiarly with reſped to a State 
of Perſecution : For which cauſe it ought-rather to be conti- 
nued ; for he asks the Queſtion, p. 27. Are we without dan- 
ger ? aud if not, have we leſs danger to fear now, when we are 
divided, thau when united 2 But why muſt the Communion- 
Service be lctt out, when the Primitive Church did commus 
nicate at their daily Aſſemblies ? - And it is the Peoples fault 
that the Communion is not Adminiſtred every Sunay-in the 
Pariſh-Churches, as well as in the Cathedrals ; fo that the rea- 
ding that Service minds the People of their backwardnels to 
partake of fo great a Bleſſing, and both minds and. prepares 
them for it. TI, | I GEICED. 

But I fee not to what end theſe Offices ſhould be ſhortned, 
except it be to yield to the Country-Miniſter's extemporary 
Prayers, and tedious Sermons; which it left to his diſcretion, 
would doubtleſs be the conſequence. And his deſire, That the 
firſt Leſſon, or the like, may be left out in the Afternoon, that 
Men may fodder their Cattel ; when, I ſuppoſe, the turning of 
the Afternoons Sermon into Catechizing, may better anſwer that 
end, and be more profitable to the People, both young and old ; 
and it is more agreeable to Order ; and this courſe would nei- 
ther hamper their Conſciences, nor expoſe them to the raſh 
Cenſures of thoſe whom he calls their not over-labortous Bre- 
thre : Which Epithet ſome ſuch Country-Munſters as him- 
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ſelf may deſerve ;: p. 19. he would have ſome of the Convue- 
cation ſent down to ſome Country-Pariſhes, to eaſe the poor Mt- 
niſters, by reading Prayers and Preaching, &c. As f the Mem- 
bers of the Convocation never didipertorm the intire Service 
of the Church-:in Praying and Preaching. "0 
The Country-Miniſter might conſider, that a great part 
of them have travelled, ſome a hundred, fome near two hun- 
dred Miles, to. meet in-Convocation, to conſult for the'com- 
.mon benefit of the Clergy, and ſit fometime near the whole 
day in a cold place, in the depth of Winter : And fome Coun- 
try-Miniſters, now of the Convocation, do now ſee in; what 
grcat caſe and plenty the City-Miniſters live, who have their 
Readers and Lecturers, and frequent Supplies, and lometimes 
tarry in the Veſtry- till Prayers be ended, and have'gredt Dig- 
 nities in the Church, beſides their rich Pariſhes in'the City. 
Having pleaded tor the ſhortning of the Lnargye,o8 pleads, 
þ-+ 22... for the prolonging of it, by adding an:Office to receive 
Penitents after an Apoſtacy, and'in- caſe of notorious Scandal : 
this may concern. the Country-Miniſter. '. 2. For receiving 
perſons Abſolved after Excommunication : this, as he deſires, 
15 left to the diſcretion of the Prieſt that Officiates. 3. An 
Office for the. Priſoners, which is provided - for by the Bi- 
ſhops, who generally appoint: able Men- tor that charitable 
Office. So that all this notwithftanding , he concludes in 
the words of Dr. Featly, &c. concerning the Liturgy, as it 
ſtood before the 600 Amendments in 1661. That the- Book 
of Common-Prayer 1s the moſt compleat, perfect and exatt Li- 
turgy in the Chriſtian World, and ſuch as a Godly Man may 
with a good Conſcience uſe,. and not only lawfully, but comforta- 
bly joe in. Wherefore it having already received'1o many 
Amendments, there ſhould be.ſome important Reaſons given 
why it ſhould admit of more , 'for his May-be's are/.no' Ar- 
guments : It may-be ſome things are obſcure, and too doubt- 
fully expreſsd ; It may be in its Phraſeology liable to mit- 
. application ; It may be too fanciful : And all thele May-be's, 
mav 
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-mzy.not:be, if the moſt excepfionable Expreſſions in the 


whole Liturgy be allowed ( as the Preface to it-{ays ) fuch 
juſt and fayourable conſtructiorh.as in coffunon equity ought 


to be allowed to all humarte Writings: :: 


Page 23. Our Author cothes to-enquitt more nicely into 


it, but whether tore wiſely Jet the Reader judge: He wfſfan- 
ceth firſt in what he thinks obſcure:c As it the Prayer for the 


Clergy.'s hd alone workeft great Marvels, fend down, te. 
of which; Who dares deny, faith Dr.:Cowber, [that the: 4ffit 


ance granted-to the Miniſters for the converſion of finners - 
are 2s matvellous, as was the Creation of Light out of Dark- 


neſs. or the .Reſurrection from the Dead: tee Epheſ. x. rg. 
Sein the Colle for -Trimty Smnilay, Who hath given tus Grave 
in the Power. of the Divine Majeſty, to Worſhip the Unity. 
This is not obſcure to any: that acknowledgeth the Trinity, 
which is to be wotſhipped m the Unity of Divine Majeſty : 
As when:in the Litany we pray, O holy blefed and glorious 
Trinity three Perſons and one God. oo 

1n-vhe Preface at the Cormmunion for 7rinity Sunday, that 
Which.we believe of the Glory of the Father,the fame we believe 
of the Glory of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, without a= 
ny difference. or inequality, (v#t.) as to the Godhead, Chriſt 
having faidg, 1 avd my Father are one « And the Church in all 
Ages hath profeſſed the fame belief in the Father, Son, and Ho- 
1y Ghoſt, ant aſcribes the {ame Glory to catch of them in the 

Inthe Prayer before. the Communion: 7 hat ons Sinful By- 
dies. may 'be made clean by: his Body, av dur Souls waſhed 
| ener 4 his moſt precious Blood + .( 7x.) that botlvour Souls and 
Bodies thay. receive all the benefits of his Death and Pallion. 


_ In the Office: of Baptiſm : . By the Bapriſm o thy well be- 
ated. Syn in the 'Riter Jordan,. Halt ſunitifie Wi 


Fer : ( "4 WW 


gidft appoint. and -conſccrate the Element of Water, to be the 
outward fign of the Grace conferred m that Sacrament by the 
Blood afd Metits of Chriſt. wn the Office of Matrimony : 

= With 
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With my Body T thee Worſhip : Which fignifies a Civil Refpect 
and Honour, and 'is more ſignificant than what they would 
exchange it for, ( viz. ) I give thee Power over my Body, 

In that of Burial : Foraſmuch as it hath pleaſed Almighty God 
zo take to himſelf, &c. By which no more is mearit, than what, 
as ſome underſtand, the Scripture ys: The Spirit returns #0 
God that gaveit : or if it @ppoſerh Diſcipline ; {d'i expreſſer}1 
Charity, where Diſcipline Roth not excluded them from the 
Communion of the Church, that we hope they reſt with God. 
So in the Colte for Eaft er-Sundlay: hare * e the Prefzce and 
the Petirioh want'a ro Corn: he Prefate ad Con- 

nexion are thus : Zhat as God by Chriſt hath opened !o,us the 
Gate of everlaſfing Life, ſo be auld repare us for that life 

Pat into our, "Breaſts Fo Defires, G; VS py wy Grate ; pre- 
Venting us, a, pb by, hz” co inudl pelp w we ” Def So / 

good ed. &firft Synday after ts - the fetice 


is, Almighty $y who haft ft g0en thy on! ly Sor to. die for our. 


Sins, and fo ref or Wk aft the The Connexion \ 5: Grant 
us {0 th die unto | No of) to lt away the 
ſeayen of -Matice} RE 2s News pre b puteneſs s Fee ; 
and truth, (z. 2.) we may Y Wye ye od. 2. He inftanceth 
in come things liable to miſap icariof Ati 


of 'the Sick *' By bis 7 wine. roy A ee. 
which the Prieft hav? Foe pray 4 8%, M eth in No- 
mine domini, inthe Name of the” fox "Sc: 7 t ie Autho- 
rity committed tome as Gyd's Mitiſtet, br "4 thee, Fo. 


20. 23. And the Anf\ver in the Garechi m : s Body and 
Bloy of Chriff, which are veftly Und ig eed ole 1 d receir 
ved By the Faithfut in the Deas s "Sup hey FR (1.6.1 1n Fe B- 
al, but reat manner by the tadtliful EEmichy! ICAfntS ; 

is ſufficient caution given paint the Dofrine of Fey RO, 
ftantiation. So in the Exhortatzon for w Ls 

munion : Becauſe it is requiſite v Man 0 

ly Communion, but with a full truſt in Fi S fi Pieter 
a quiet Conſeience © For if St, Paul fays, we may riot partake 


an he Fiem 


tnere - 
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of common things, with a doubting Conſcience, Rom. 14. 5. 
much leſs o Cont. And when Men conſult the Lawyers 


for their Eſtates, and Phyſitians for their Bodies, why thould 

they not conſult the Miniſters tor their Souls 2 Such again are 
rhoſe ofles. which to. Much incline: to the Pelagian Phrate, 

tayi ing. the force of- temptation., and: Man's ; liableneſs to fin, 
upon the lrailty, . and: not the-c ruption, of aur Nature ; as 
the. firſt and 24th Sunday after; 7rinity : what they mean by 
frailty , that firſt Coll:& explains, to be ſuch, as that without 
Go, Ke can do.n, good thing, which.is the great, corruption 
ottrine, concerning. tbe corruption 


of Nature 15 more phin, than that in our Articles. /tly, 
Some. Collects, he lays | are too nes and [avour of. the 
Brevia 30 nh theſe of $ he es John, .Simon and Jude. . 


3 1 KI 1 aries. ar taken out. of. the 
Soo XN ] Lp Os Ecfaltica | Hiſtor ory, 


act 
is not therefore. vY rejeſeed ; and that St, Lake.was that be- 
loved Phy fitian mentioned Col. 4; 14. 5.the, conſtant aſſertion 


5; and the words of the Seripture.; 
RH ro SEr OA, fays * 7 hat ina Op they 


need pat ment - BO og lo of he the Judgment of this nice En- 


git, who, I fear, hath loft his Ratienale, which he might 
ly yt ply fi from De, Conde ig (or Biſhop Sparrow's Diſcour- 
&., \* would. think Vrter. to have, been. hired to, 


| SM the 'Canle of the. ak ty Y bis weak and imperti- 


nent Arguments for '1ts defence : and a great conviction it 
will be to many, that there necd no Alterations to be made, 
when their prime Advocate, inſiſts. on ſuch Inſtances as ren- 
der” him. vain-and' ridiculous.” . Many things he would add to 
the Office of Confirmation : viz. AnExhortation on the Sun 
day before, and a Diſcourſe about the Nature, Uſe, and Ob 
hi ation of 1 it ; and: a ſerious Exhortation aſter i it , with fome 
f argements cof «the. Collects ; by all which he provides to 
bring. down the Biſhops to more ſabour than he would have 


any Country -Miniſter to perform, conſidering what other 
Offices 


64 
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Cl uſually perform at the ſame time (vie!) Admi- * 

iſtration of tlie -Holy Sacraments, ls of' Prielts 
and Deacons, &c. 

It were eafie, faith our Author, to be copigus on this: Argu- 
ment: But he hath ſaid enough, by mo out ſuch inftan- 
ces-45 are beyond all -exceptions-for their gnificancy , and 
{elf-evidence ; {0 that the very reading of them, is a fifficient 
Confutation of - this Author's Cavils, ' and a Juſtification of 
them from his frivolous Accuſations ; which not being very 
gratcfulto him(as he confefſeth) will be very offenſwweto others. 

- Yet (to importane are fome fort of Men): he will not leave 
the point ſo, bur will ſhew, that this'is- fit ſeaſon for-ſuch 
Alterations )' when he- hath not ſhewn the leaft'eauſe,' much' 
lels any necellity for malong of thera ; but firſt he hys the. 
blame on forme that are in-the Convocation, that ſhould te 
bim, This is not' a feafon * 'iyhich he would difprove'by this 
Queſtion-: Ts there any thing can make that wot to be feafona- 
ble; whith'is aliays 4 Dety = ' As if 1 it were Ivy & Pay; 5 — 
make needleſs' Aft terations. 

2. Is there any'Seaſon in which we' are ot as mach as In us 
beth, to ſeek Peace and enſue it 3+ 

 -bofto: 'The Peace bf the Churcl is more to 5 Yevidued! hah 
of thoſe who dilquiet themſelves and 6thers in vain. W as it 
a Seaſon for the Repreſentatives of our Church to: declfre; 
when they were not- in a condition, They wanted not a ten- 
dernefs toward Diſſenters ? And is it 'not their Seaſpri when 
they/are in a condition? - Cwhielt T heartily with they were, 
even for) the Diffenters ſake becauſe he: hath laid; He doubts 
not but [ny would agree toi the Alterations, rhar are defired. 

But ſuppoſe; fays he, there were never 4 Diſſenter inthe 
Land; I fay, we might have a happier ard fitter Seaſon, whe: 
| there would be none-that watchfor or haltingy," 'anditek oc- 
cafion to-accule us from-our'own Conceifiors,. "and wr roject 
them-with feorn'and 'evnrempr 2 'and'' fo" Gitr Liturgy” afhd 
Worſhip; which: {the Letter! ſays) was compleat and pertect 
en be expoled as not any mfirm, bur ſo corrupt, that it 
 neeved 
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needed Alterations ; and that for-very, ſhame the Convacati-- 
on thought it neceſſary. to make them. But our Author find- 
ing all his arguivgs to be loſt, as in p. 28. he betakes himfe!f 
ro a tham-plot againſt thoſe rhat are not for Alterations, as ;f 
becauſe they ſaid, on rather he for them, That they were not 
teaſonable :; they had ſaid, the Parliament was illegal, the Go- 
vernment precarious, and the Laws no Laws, it becuines not 
a Country-Miniſter to be a Miniſter of Satan, in falſly-accu-- 
ting his Brethren, who have all owned the preſent Authority 
and Laws,- and he that blames the want of Connexion in our 
Colledts, ſhould have been more cautious, then firſt to raiſean 
Objecionof his own, and then infer-trom it ſuch impertinent- 
concluſions as may be miſchievous to-others. But what think 
you, ſays he, if this Governmentſink? I think our cauſleſs dif- 
tentions willbe one of the greateſt cauſes : Who funk the Go- 
vernment under the Royal Martyr. 2 Who had well nigh ſunk 
it a ſecond time under the late King? to whom ſuch multitude 
of Diſſenters addreſſed Thanks for Sutpending/the Laws; and 
promiſed to obey him without reſerve : we have had experience 
enough who they were that could, - after all their Pleas tor Li- 
berty, part with their Conſciences to-ſave their Lives, thougli 
with the loſsof their Religion, Laws, and Liberty ; fo as their 
Brethren might periſh a little before them. When therefore-he 
would per{ivadeus,that we may havea new Law for the intend- 
ed Eſtabliſhment ; L think no Man will be perſivaded to run 
fuch a riſque ; for having many good Laws already for our E- 
ſtabliſhed Worſhip, we may conclude, that as to certainty the 
old are better. Having. thus treated the:'Members of theConvos 
cation, he takes lis Farewelof them, leaving them: to their 
Couclrand Conſideration; intimating,that they are all became 
mighty Politicians, os Tools: for them-that are ſo. Who have 
Leer made and, uſtd-as.'Tools by. the late unhappy Politicians is 
as evident as any matter. of tact can hbe,and I with I could leave 
this Comme Abaifter well in-his- Wits,to- conſider whether he 
be not uſcd as a Tool.to deſtroy the Eſtabliſhed Church, by 
tome who think. themſclves.mighty Politicians. | 


Some 
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Soie REMARKS on a LETTER 
| from a Member of the Convocation. 


N Country Miniſter to a Member of the Convecation, but I were 
| encounter'd with another from a Member of the Conveca- 
tion to bus Friend ; in which I feared my Opinion would have been 
oppugned, not only by a greater Authority, but by ſharper Argu- 
ments than any I had yet met with : But having viewed his Wea- 
poas, I found that they were flouriſhed and glittered with a Rheto- 
rical ſtyle, = they wanted that Logical ſtrength that might en- 
force them. "This encouraged me totake my Pen in hand again, and 
to enter the Liſt aginſt this Maſter of the Aﬀſembly ; for 1 conſider- 
ed, that though his Weapons were keen, -yet the Arm that wielded 
them was but weak, and it was no great danger to wreſt them our 
of his bands, and imploy them againſt himſelf: His great flouriſh 
was, A Neceſſity, an abſolute Neceſſity of yielding to many Alterations in our 
Eſtabliſhed Worſhip. This:I thought might prove durum telum ; tor, 
Neceſſity hath no Law, eſpecially when ic is Abſolute; then, like the 
Abſolute power, it bears down all before it : This/lookt ſomewhac 
formidably ; for I conſidered that Neceſlity had 'deſtroyed many 
great and good Men. It was, ſaid of that great.Hero, the Earl of 
Strafford, Mum non tulit Lex werum nece/itas:non babens Legem'; 'And 
of a greater than he we haye a Law:(wviz.) of the Fexws making, and 
by that Law, Oportet mori, to; dye, and dye he did, becaule it was 
expedient alſo for the People. 114} 1 A 18: 
But that there was an Abſolute neceflity that Fudas ſhould betray 
his Maſter; I can no more believe, than that there is a Neceſhiey, 
That he who is a Member of the Church: of Chrift; and; hath famiz 
liarly, eaten of her Bread, and born the Bag too, ſhould litc np' his 
hezls and kick at her. I conſidered therefore what kind of Necetſ: 
ty this might be, for our Oppanent ;grants, tHere is no-neceflity- if 
reſped of the ChurCh her ſelt, that ſhe ſhould make Alterations: Be- 
cauſe, ſaith he, p. I. norhing 2s more dangerous to Religion, than frequint- 
Iy to make Alterations... 2, Becauſe an unſteadineſs, though in Cir- 
cumſantials only,” which. ate always alterable, may: become aw Ar- 
gument againſt the whole , the Multicude not ticing able ro judge 
| G 2 what 


O ſooner had 1 finiſhed my Remarks on the Letter of the 


(44) 
what is Circumſtantial, and what is Eflential in our Worſhip; what 
is in the Power of the Church to alter, and whar is not; and are apt 
to.call every. _— though in things indifferent, and by varia» 
tjon &f.tirkes rhade.atally/:ſgniticant, to be 4 dhange of Relipion 
itſelf, and ſo concluding that we bare no .tirih botrom, become 
Apoltates from! us to-Popery or Atheiſm. Ant therefore Nis thinks 
the Church of England may be juſtified, that it hath not begn for: 
ward ow-gred yi demand. of. the Dillentess t0-/YhHIHethoſg 0 Fn 
Comrbyndony butchacty eo the ntmllt refiſbed af} Akerttions,) WWpirtg 
by-ochetle6.dangeretsMothods ro heat the Diviſions thata "—_—_ 
vs.: By.ehib bpercenaid ahc! Abb: hag nacoetticy wouldnot much affet 
the Ghureh ; ! yet I confidevedt farther, whether there were an Abſo- 
lute necetoytrom any.Precept thar-did: obtige the 'Church to make 
Akerstionsiwthe extegaltPars or Rites of Wthhip ; and Tfornd the 
hes a [Power by Precept coxge dhatdllithings bedone decently /arid 
according to: her Qctler and! Appointiacnt'; and another Precept, 


That the ao ploifirould Obey thoſe rhorbath tbeRils ovirthim. Andaccor- 
dingly che moſt Primitive Chnrchy of which we'reat H#s 2. 45; Con- 
tinged. daily with ene acgord © the Temple, and in the Apoffle's Doftvine and 
Fellowſhip; ava inibrea kixigiuf” Biead; and mPrgyer't Nor would St. Patil 
endure ay Contenton about 'Circamtanciais contrary. to the Cu- 
{tom of.the Ghurch;1- Cone nh NwreanTicc this AbſBlute neceſ(- 
lity in the chings that are-coiberalterabacauke orgy are confelled to 
be in their own nature:indiffecent;- ant wherr they faltunder a Pre- 
c&pt; of thoſe whole. proper work-it 3s/to injoyn them; we cannot 
without:Diſqbedience'fo our lawful Goverhors, reject thern.” Nei- 
ther.canthis\Neceffity.affe&t the Perſonhs'tor _ ſake the'Alterati-. 
bns are defined; becaule if rherebe nothing Ml Af oor Conmultoi: 
gn, it isfipfulco keparatefromit; beſitles; the DifFSnters would cake 
it ill of any Man that ſhould ſay they-earitiore fivcd ih that way 
of Worſhip which, thoy have choſeiitor thetnſeives%; 4nd then there 
js no Abſolute necefiity forthe. Church to het herConfticuripns to. 
gain them to.her Cotnmunion::-In's Chiireſi wheteSalaritn $5't 

be had; we oughc coabideprowvithitanding Mme inchtiverent cit! 
chmiiznces, whole: Ameridment i5 deſirable. - Though there, were 
gicat Diſpntes in the Primitive;Chatchabbut che Place of Wotſhip, 
Circumcifion , and Mears ard Days; yet was there no Separation : 
And the conſtant Voice ofthe Church was, Te #e jatu Wh xeuTtine, Let 
ancient Cuffomrs prevail..Buchefe Ablohute neceffity 35 urged for Alte- 
rations, becauſe alb other 'means:Have-beerr tried, and prove'itteffe- 
ual to heal. our-.Divifions.- *'To which: F Antwer, tt hat 


v xz. Ihe 
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.'3.5The-A&; fordInifobmaty: wene muck mare effeRtual. than any 
Alterations thatitlig:Glidtch\can;pultly ttrake will-be, ſegingthe JDil- 
femers bave-declated they bil natbe ſatisfied with.che Alterdtions 
of our Ceremonies; Oc; butbxpedt greater mdtrers than the Church 
can gram. 2. ' Experience thows, that they will not. acquieſce ;in 
(uct Adteranons as! may be granted,”. 3- Becauſe ut: wasnor for wailt 
of laccels; chat; Tolerkvion waslgranigd-J$aindti dw Att for Wnifay: 
miry:; but bzcaule irwayamd {aucelifabatd rhe Gommon:Encmits = 
of our Chuych:pereetingthe!ipapdrieffeds: of that At, which had 
woll niph 7educed the whole: Nation: to: ah Uniformity; with thear 
jaynt Interett procured a Tolecationi; and it needs -no-proof, That 
3f che Act for: Uniformity! hath made:ons Difſenter, Toleration and 
Akenaions have made-hundreds:.fo that” as: thore'is no Neceſ/irar 
prarepti, neither:is thete Neoy/: 25 imedejy th obrainthe Ends whidh 
this Authoripropgſathigse3ngvls bog ingot ws goa hog fo 

And thus we havepov offichs fart blow :of this Abſolyte necel(Þ- 
ty, and the tetond willthe tas eafity warded gi tor if there:beno Ab- 
folute necefhity.to: mike: ary Alteratibas; then feis: not abſolately ne- 
ceſfary. that: wet thonkd:make: rium gaw!.,: For therg'is) fro: necelfiiry 
-cnar: we ſhoukd.cxpats. bur:6clves:re tha rbpmacty, wh oh lis /endea- 
vanred iobetdd on forat off us, of: buying potieflafticalTimkers, 
who undertaking}to ited: one hole; wo.u{bally make owa:ovilines. 
We have; byſtagding qus ground; pur co fight one formidable Ene- 
my ; and ivthere an-Abfohre necetiny, thatby gibirig:groudd,: we 

{rowld bring qmr-[ebros: under. the Power: of. another? : Ant fbch:an 
-Ehemy,-/ab ut tr .did Conce.artil>vtherefors; maybe: life - 
-etediafidong ht again! alic-fixcteesin he Grip uafidgudi Gammon + 
Enany, amd 'joynatiwalyatic:Papitis-agdinftlusg endinigeridg:the 
- Gharch. :and Stare 16: wned ruin: plug: Divedhediibks: ſhoulOblunt - 
the. edge: of his Abtolute:necefity; ono iD in 2 os, 

Page 9. The: Author makes the. exceptetl Patlages imour Liturgy, | 
and.che©verwmones now Worhip;cowholBOijigine df ouriDivi- 
i005: As $Trherulhble. Hamed ay bn.cheUhormly; wiidreoBkbegs an 
Eminent 'Minithe?; is tfehredgnotance of fomeDiflenters;and fic 

Ine ett andObttivaty oF ethers thar know more; wede:in tra min 
ner. culpable 3-no; no&thoupthrchiey Tail at:our (Gertdonies as, mpdr- 
ſtirious, and our Biſhops as Anvchrofiag.a] Iyraniucal 5: and con- 
demn nor our-Licurgy-onty ,bue our tte ol ounLordi&Pcoven Am - 
aur Author, Contracy tos bounden Dur, adadnghtevs (hcourkgs- 
Ment. t6:10me+of: theſe, whiledie: reflection; din Penal! kaws anti 

hurch-cenſures,” which; he favs; havab lrnat om Divguns, ant a;- 
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( 45 ) 
creaſed the Miſchiefs which! they endeavoured: to remove ;" and that they 
were execated with an unfuſtifiable Severity: Though if they had been 
legally executed againit the Papiſt, and ſuch ' Diſſenters' as joyned 
with them; ic might have prevented that: greater Severity, which 
was exerciſed againſt ſome whole Colledges, and the Seven Famous 
Biſhops, who were (ent to the Tower, in orderto their (and in them, 
to the) deſtrution of 'our Religion, Laws; and Liberties, which by 
their Conſtancy they'preſerved tous, however. apt we are to de- 


ipiſc them, .and deal with-them as'in Forty Two, they were deal: 


with by the.Scatrsh and Diſlenters Malice. What tho' there be ſome 
few that are really, but cauſleſly offended at our Ceremonies, muſt 
we for their ſakes give offence to: che. Church of God ; we have 
found concerning the greateſt part of the; Diſſenters, that it is not 
their Cannot,” but their Wil-not.that keeps them from'our Comfnu- 
nion ; aad when their Intereſt and Advantage requires'it, they can 
Conform;; ' And what neceſſity is there, that: for the ſake of a few 
ignorant, or peeviſh, and unſatis 1able perſons;that will-not be pleaſed 
wich all that we can do, : we ſhould confirm them in their obſtina- 
cy, by yielding and complying with their humors? Who were noc 
-ofFended at the excepted: paſlages- of our .Liturgy.and Ceremonies 
onely,,! bur at my at our: Do&rine, :at the whole Liturgy, 
and even. at our Lord's Prayer, which-they difuſed.: '-.: 
.. The next. for which he ſays there was a. prefling neceſlity, is the 
lace Act for Toleration, for which he gives theſe Reaſons : 1. Be- 
itauſe the Diſſenters 2ere driven to take ſhelter in the Camp of our common 
Enemy, and fojnw with the Papiffs 3: Or rather, the Papiſts by. the 'To- 
JendiaDſchred themſelves under the-Diſſanters.:: However, it is a 
good: confeflion of this: Author; and: ſhews; :that they who ſtrained 
-at'a'Gnat could ſwallow Camels : And though one Parliament pal- 
{ed an Ad for Toleration, yet another gave ſuch Arguments againſt 
it, as are not yet, nor, I believe, can be anſwered ; which are late- 
ly Printed in a Tra&entituled, An Anſwer to the Letter for Tolerati- 
on, Þ.28.: Nor is it evident, that by the At for Toleration, the 
Difſenters are put-on as good a bottom of Legal Right, as the 
Church is; for it is well known, by what means,and for what end a 
Toleration hath been more than once obtained, which Coleman's Let- 
ters do. teſtifie ; and Toleration implies ſomewhat more culpable 
.than the Eftabliſhed Government, and never deſerved the hke pro- 
reftion, having been often rejected. | And whereas he. cefires a rea- | 
ſon from hinr chat can/give it, Wy we ſbould not abate's few excepred 
paſſages in-our Liturgy, and two or three Ceremonies? _ 


( 47:) 


- F Ayſw. Becauſe, as hath been often ſaid,-the giving up of theſe. 


will give the, Diſſenters no ſatisfa&ion;; / and, -becaule,the, Remedy; 
hach been worſe than the Diſeaſe, (5. e.) the retaining of our Cere- 


monies, and excepted paſlags, never cauſed ſo mich Impiety, ſo 
many Sets and Errors, as the laying them aſide hath done ; the. 
Twenty Years War from 4o to 60, and the Thirty Years Animoſi- 
ties laſt paſt, had ochzr Cauſes than what he (very undeco:ning a 
Member of the Church, and, as he calls himſelf, one of the Convos-, 
cation) terms [Trifles, and p. 6. A Bone of Contention : - The Cove- 
nant ſhews what cauſed that War, the deſtruction of Epiſcopacy 
Root and Braſich, the ſetting upof Presbytery, the dividing of the 
Revenuesof the Church among themſelves, &c. When therefore he 
calls that unrealonable Rigor, which enjzoyned Uniformity in our. 
Worſhip; he reflects on the A& for Uniformity, and the Ganons of 
the Church, to which he hath ſubſcribed ; fo thay he-and his. Bre- 
thren are more like to loſe their Reputation with the: People, tho” 
he would caſt all the Odium upon us, whom he expetts and endea-- 
vours to make to be abhorred of the Nation as the Common Ene-. 
mies of its Peace, and bs treated accordingly in every Pariſh where. 
we live. Did: we contend tr 4 the Arrians, lays es -p. 7 (we wonld- 
20t yield them a Letter to, end tbe whole Controverſie? And are,nof the- 
Arrians coming in, when the Arhanaſian Creed is fo ridicul'd, as: hath 
been ſhewn? And did not'the Church in St. AuguFtir's tim2, contend 
as much againſt the Donatifs, who could plead tor themſelves, as this. 
Author doth'for the Diflenters 2. What Article of Faich 2 What nz- 
calfary requiſite of our Worſhip is.ic-in. which any Alterations are. 
intended ? This St. Auguin granted,. Nobifcum ets in. E vapgelio in 
Jacranichts idem cantatis Haltelujab, ſed hoc {olo 307:2ne 3 For this only 
cauſe that they made Diviſions. and Separarions in and- from the. 
Church; he excluded chem, not only from the:Church, but from, 
Salvation:; and it is obſervable, that the: Arrians did not only come 
in among the Donatifs, but theſe joyned with the Arrians againſt the 
Church z: how. confidently: ſoever. therefore he ' would affure. us,, 
that the antended Alcerations are-only.in-things indifferent; we.gans; 
not. take his word forit, for many things have been.well.intended,. 
the conſequences whereof have proved tatal and deſtruftive. . 
Page. 8. Our Saviour (he lays) preſcribed not the particular Rites aid - 
Conſtitutions whicb the. Church nade uſe of ':. Very. true; .but-whea the; 
Church. preſcribed. the Uſe of ADPa NA all.chings,in the Publick 
Worſhip might: be donedecently, and in order,  chey werequgged, 
antentious Perſons that did not conform tp, them; and xherefoye 1, 
agrec- 
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(. 48;-)) 
agree with hin,” that as. long'us theſe: Forms of Prayeriiſed m. our 
COlhirth;-and thofe-Rites and :Confticutionowhich ars received; Uo; 
awfwer the Ends -of-their firſt Eſtabliſhaiear, (Cviz) the Honour'of 
God,” and: Edification of the People, they ought with .conftancy 
alway: to be retained-: And in what: Afembly, not only: of the 
Sectartes;\ hit df any Reformed Chureh in the World; ' either: for 
phrity of Po&rine; forventy im Devotion, and decency in Worthip, 
5H” Honotr of God|/:and the Edification of 'the People better 
provided for, | hattiy the' approved Affmblics efithe Church, 'Fuc 
1th which follows; Fthink, no fober Perſon can agree with him : 
( viz.') 'Zhat when tither the infirmity or wickedneſs of Kew makes any 
Alterations, and' adminiſter #0 Schiſm and Diviſion, then he ſays, there 
ariſerh \a reaſert ultogerber as Brong-for their Alteration, asnbeve was for 
ir Inffitution': That is; we! muſt alter a goity and: welt eſtabliſhed 
Worſkip-,” a5 of6 a3 the wickednel of Men requiresit And. how 
ſuch an "Eftabliſhed' Worſhip: ſhould become (miſchievous, and 1o 
bring on the Church an Obligation (which without-guilke-cannot be 
reſifted,)' to make a change, is @ very bold faying+: For; Suppoſe 


it a ſtrong Argument for vs to lay rhem-allde 2:And ſhould we bs 
prilty 1t-we d6:d'net ?- Ki Ou EoSDOYN ET MILAN .C ON - PIRS IN 7 


Sure this Perfon did-never confider, that the Chrreh hath Ueclared 
that Sacramenc {officiently adminiſtred where the Grofs:isomirced:; 
andFiad 46 confldered the definidien ofa Sactimenc nr $heiCace- 
chiltn; be'rtphic perceive, thatno part of that defifition: atirgesadth 
the Crofto'makelt Sacrainental; and when wo ſts that che: Difs 
Gf% pute 


cc CS 
ſpntes for laying aſide the Crofs © have been improved*t&'che Hayin: 
afide of Baptiſin, ler the Anthor conſider where*-R'guilt doth he”-* 
+, Asto the Surplice, p. #1. he fays, Nothing i move wnreaſonable rhar: 
the Cavils againſt it ; yet he:would bave it totally laid aſide, and another 
Habit appointed :- And if that other ſhould be laid aſide, for the rea- 
ſons he there'gives, we might as eahly fit a Garment for the Moon, 
as one that ſhould-pleaſeall Men. oo OP nn 
Page 'HI. Kneeling at the Sacrament 'of the' Lord's Supper, # the la#ft 
Conſtitution of rhe Church,” that he ſays; the ſhould willingly part with : 
The-reftit ſeems, may go with his good will ; and fo may this allo, 
by what follows: (viz.) I can ſee no-reaſon that ſawvours either of a Chri- 
ftian Temper or Charity, why to communicate ſanding, may not be allow- 
ed ro weak and ſcrupulous Perſons: ' He can, it (eems; ſee a reaſon, why 
the ſcrupulous Perſon ſhould forbear'that blefed* Sacrament; for tear 
of a fir and preſcribed Ceremony; but car fee rione; why the Sacrs- 
ment ſhould not be adminiſtred to them in their own way. --I would 
ask hjm,; 45 1c nor hit when we pray with the Miniſter as. we ought 
to do, that. the Body. of our. Lord Feſus Chrift, which was given for 
thee, preſerve thy Body and: Soul to everlaſting 'life,. to kneel 3 Oris ic 
decent one ſhould ſtand, and another kneel'?* *And isnotObedience 
in fach things, better than ſacrificing to our 'own humours; and ma- 
king confuſion in te: folemn'an Ordinance ? © Whether che ancienc 
 Communicants did ſtandor kneel, they did in obedience to theGon- 
ſticurions of-the Church ; and-4o ought we. - Hear Mr. Baxter in this 
caſe: If i . be lawful to take a Pardon. fromthe King upon our knees,” 
kmw'no; what can quake' it nnlawful, to take a ſealed” Pardon from Chriſt 
' #pon our knees, See Chriſtian Direc. p.' 616.- And as for kiiteling at rhe 
Sacrament, ſince the Rubritk; myFudgement was ever for it: God having 
made. ſonie Geſture neceſſary,. and confined us to none, but left it to humane 
determination : I ſhall ſubmit t9' Magiſtrates in their proper work: T am 
not ſure, Chriſt intended: bus Example as obligatory ; but 1 am ſure he hath 

commanded me Obedignce and Peace. Þ. 411; of the\Five Difparations. 
Pape 12. The Liturgy, he faith; '» rhe beſt that ever was uſed" in any 
Chriſtian Church : Tf-then we cannot joyn wich our Charchtherein, 
we cannot joyn with any Chriſtian Church : Yer p: 13-hethinks ir 
abſolutely neceſſary, not only that it be alreved 'now, but every thirty Years. 
And what example doth he ſer before ns; but the Church'of Rome, 
and the Greek Church, -whichhave ſeveral Liturgies jIbecaule they 
confift of ſeveral National Governments: but from che-b2ginning of 
the Reformation, under Edw.'6. :was-the' firſt Law'for an uniform 
_ Liturgy; And ſhall we take example from the Church of Rome, or 
from opy Reformers ? It was indeed neceflary, thac it ſhould be re- 
Fit thoſe days, becaule all _ Superſtitions could not be 
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ers for the Dead, a p fnpe 6 other p- which Cg/uin called, Tologh- 
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to Truth, Piety; remand. Q.other Akeratjons, yin- 
ie berter realansganhbefhewed, - oe god oP hath lope 
Chriſtian World. as ROngArEr, 6 Who noche Oey. 


fied « thams A aTrn fget chings on ward. willing to 
ask, knowing they..canng _— ranced.. His-ObjeRions from Tab, 
and the old Tranllargof the Pſabys, have hoon lready,conſl ered, 
and fo hath that of the Athandſian Greed : Astathe Liturgy,t ther, 

I commend. Mr. Baxter £0. him, aud the iſſenters again, 7 76. of 
Concard : 1:conftantly joyn fn; Pari «Church in DR and Sgq- 
crameys, and hops [o.odo bile. Ifiee : Itakethe Commuay-Prajer to he 
beter ineermpera! ty of 4 Es and. are T. 


His gext-char 89, 35-3 pal Ecomncation;. which hs ys 
+ Os pg ainſt the beff of our "Ry pte, 2s To: 
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be: ſued for{nall matters, if iche dyeto. cheir M Yom, W of 
pojuk phat will with-hold. it; andthe Excommunication 4s iſlus 
againi.lack,.for che. contempt ofighe. Aughority.s ich Pia 
in. all ok on yg nk in Xt tow rOcer 6 hn Bo 
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He comes p-16. to an{wer Qbjetti TS as, That altering 

any thing is this now Conſtruted 7 es al be like 11 Phong «Bea 
att f @ wall buits | Houſe, which may endauger the: S SobricE.: 
whighube anbvers, {fo had hee of rh anind, .ve Ry fr. Toe 
Reon (from Popery.- The V6ry ImPpertinent, . far..s. 
greater reaſon; to reform'Fa! 'Dectrine, and. larrqus - 
than toGhange innoceat.and. Jawful Geremonies.. in our. 


tured Church; there -we are ure we altered for the harrer, bere-we 
are noufuretburaye.may akerfor he worle. . 

Abjeet- @. o1f; we 4y5 begin £0.9/ter, aberg ſh we fteps. bis. \WeSr 
a, Maw any. bbing: 4 propded;19.u5, which,m not fii-to.obe done. | 
4wers jnlufficent vp0n fais grahds; foryhe will nathave the, ach 
to judgermhatis fic, hut g0.d0 what ;is anficly demanded by, the, Diſ- 4s 
lanes, whane-makes Jodges whatoughtio be altered. icie 
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" Obi. 4 That lee ations 6 ere £641Gred. i an things, 45 245 in the Bi. 
mitive Lk 4nſw. We are not 0 obſerve all that the Pri- 
mitive. Church did, as. their Love- Feaſts, = neſles ; which: 


is the ſame; as if we were to revive the old Saxon and Britiſh, 


Laws; 'To which >OeReply y in: 
ſages are anti aid; 
chat.inſticuted Co w_ remains ngthing but our due Obedience 
tothoſs new Qnes that are in forge, 1 PErOreV, now.,this Champion's 
Arms grow feeble, and therefore he makes ule of. his Tangue _ 
thinks to ſupply the defe& pf. Reaſon on by railing ; and hjs 
fr, Ther: but that at zandome, and hits No-body, far he _ 
akes his Mark : he aimed at the Prolacutar,. by .an Invendo, thac 
he was be who bad been grow wal inthe Church, W bin whom be: ſtabs 
with @ Motto : Nolums leges Aughe mutgre : Which was not ſpoken 
by the Prolocutar, but _— perſon, who 0799 hisPreferment to 
$ ealp peo pad gt vg 5 Hara 5 yt we hae h _Y the 
words, t nat. deſerve. thq name of a ſtab, unleſs the telling 
of. aTruch the; a Up ancient. ſaying may Cxcu ah bim 7; admin; 
cas Socrates Amicys Pla; armica wexitge. But | cheother ſtah; that 
of the Churgh, is 5 given ah why opt the Authar, who complements the 
Church, as, (Feet did 4lwer.) Art theu im health, my Mother ? Andthe 
worgs are no ag que of his mouth, but the Sword isin her Bowel: ; 
which, as ae Nerg, he. unnaturally rips. Ps though he had becn 
long nouriſhed in PANE. nar, dach he ſpare him whonyhe intended. 
to Voters, by ing the Miro nina Into. ai els: leges Angle $14 
tare. Andi 'ovep his dying Mother, as if in his judgmaene 
her Caſe were rel being. reduced tq the Ultimas Conatus Ny- 
turg, P. 18, That ſhe fits. fon as and Janguilheth to death, 
rather then. will make, the Ioatt eftorycg laye herſelf; Pur (God 
be thanked) the hath,morgduritul-Sans than this ugnatural Bratuc. 
In the ſixth Qb eff, þ- 18. Qur Aythor having ufo much, milt his 
mark, is {0 ; -pugh 57 paien, that he 15 Me with, ang as far as 2 
plain "contradiction Will rea@h, iighs himpſelt; The Objection, is 2 W: 
haws no teaſor to make Alterations for the ſake of the Difſinier s, becauſe tie 
fault of eur Dimiſians, wut from any Conſt irutings of durs, bus from ther 
obP tae! and regia, in wnrca(wabiz diflenting jeen vir To.which 
his Anlwer is : chnowiedge al this fabe true, that 31 #5- wet the tant 
of the Ghurc < bs hf of. bh ups ,,ov-T; tans, Whig) are at} ra: 
tio, © good, but hel 3 WH? refuſe Fr con{diap #0:tyerm. Whereas 
i) P- 3+ Nis ba affirmed, he the txcepred. pulleues # ihe Liturgy, 
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and thoſe Ceremonies in'oar ELLE _grven the whole Origine to thoſe 
Prevailing Evils among us, and therefore thinks it neceſſary to lay aſide 
thoſe Penal Laws, and Church Cenſures, which bave beer inflited with 
a Severity beyond what we eanjuſtifie'; and the, he lays, bath beightned. 
onr Diviſions, and increaſed the Miſchiefs which we endeavoured to remove. 
If ever Þ read a contradidtion.thisis one: 'What then is our Author's 
Opinion, but chat our Penal, Laws, and Church Cenſures muſt of ab- 


ſolute neceſſity be laid aſide, and the Fathers of the Church be recon- 


ciled to their diſobedient Children on their own terms,; as if he had 
never read of thoſe rerrible Jadgments which were denounced againſt 
old El, for his fondneſs towards his'profane Sons; who were Sons of 
Belial, "That would endure no Yoke themſelves, and'made the People to 
abbor the Offerings of the Lord, 1 Sam. 2, 17. And he reſtrained them not ; 
but though they kicked-at the 'Sacrifices and Offerings of the Lord,. yet ho- 
noured bis Sous more than God : Yet notwithſtanding. this, he char: 
geth cht Chitagh, 'as being too'obſtinate, and obſtructing the Peace 
of the'Chureh, and the Salvation of fo many Souls ; as if the Peace. 
ofthe Church, 'and the Salvation, of Souls, were not moreprobzbly 
to be promoted in the Church, thah our of it ; and the Peace of the 
Chureh more likely to be procure# by a reſtraining of thoſe that e- 
parate from it, rather than by complying with chem, as he adviſeth.” 
He tells ns, indeed; That we ire Phyfriahs ſent to heal thoſe that ave fick” 
and infitm ;" and whin they refuſe a wholeſoine Medicme, ought to think of 
ſomething agreeable: to his bumor and palate ; but if the fick Man become 
pieviſh, as he'ſays, and nothing 1ll pleaſe him,” but 5what the Phyſitian 
knows will endanger bi: life, the.Phy; ge gs not in compliance with 
has hiamor t0 bazard bs life : A-gentle reſtraitit is more abſolorely 
neceflary.jn'ſuch-caſes, than a fooljſh'piry; nor can it be"calted un- 
reaſ6nabts ſeverity ; for in fuch' cafes, Non perſequitur medicus agrum 


{ed ger Meditum : ſaith St. Auguſtine. -* EEE ---..- « 
ObjeF.7. If we make thoſe Alterations, how ſhall we anſwer the Papiſts, 
who will upbraid us with it-% To this he anfwers © As well as we did. 
in the firſt of Q: Elizabeth. "Reply. Not'fo well; for ſhe Acred ſome 
things that were ſuperfticious,' and yer _ up fach a'decency as 
drew in many Papiſts to-the Communion of the Church; as my Lord. 
Cooke obſerved. ' 2. He ſays, We may blter now, as well as in 1662. 
And likely no better 5 for then, notwithſtanding the fix hundred 
Alterations, the Diſſenters were Diſlenters ſtill. $3. 7 may anſwer 
the Papift4, he lays, by rs rr Alterations 4t the Council of Trent. 
Whereas that Coungil, were fo far from complying with the then 
Diſſenters, that*they made-more ſevere Canons, and enjoyned them 


— 


.. under their Anathema's ; when we onely deſire to preſerve or own - 
. 5” Conſtitutions; Which our Author ſays, Are both Reaſonable and Re- 
= ligtous. Oh- 


ate 


Objett. 8. We ſhall by theſe Alterations diſſatisfje our own People. Anjw. 
I believe there is. more: Noiſe than Truth- or Reaſon-in this Objeion : 


There may be, (aith he, ſome few*ignovant or weak People that are 22alouſly 
affefted to theſe matters. Burxthe Apoſtle accounted *them to b2- the 


ſtronger and better inſtructed Chriftians, who underſtood their Chri- 
ſtian Liberty as to things indifferent, and were ready to ſubmit to their 
Governours in ſyueh things, foe the Peace-of the Church, and condem- 


ned choſe that were contantious'againft the uſe of them ; the People: 


ought not to preſcribe tache Church in ſuch things, but the Church to 
them : Nor is it a-finful ſuppoſition in them that dot obey, for they do 
not obey as to Divine Infticutions, but'as ro 'the Conſticutions of the 
Church; and therefore we do not fear that they will: deſert us, it: we 
keep our ground; Thus far, faith our Author, I bave ſhewn what neceſ- 


ſity is upon us to: conſent to the: _— that will be propoſed 'in this preſent” 
necellity, to conſent-to what we never - 


Convocation : | A ſtrange kind 
knew, be it right or wrong. A'great Noiſe was, made of conleating-to 
certaia Homilies, that ſhould be {er forth. by Authority of Church and- 
Stat2 3? hat here we muſt neceſlarily. conſent to what will bz propoſed 
by-ſome few:Men, who by this Man's Authority may impoſe wharthey 
will upon- us: but- of - this' hei: ſeems to--be: aſhamed, and therefore: 
proceeds to/anether reaion for. this neceffity, From the Promiſe made by 
the: Biſhops to K. James'5- which if not performed, we muſt expecF1he-general 
clamour of the People againſt us,” as a baſe and falſe fort of Men, who can pro- 
miſe in times of Adverſity, and forget all when that is over ;. and ſo become the 
Reproach of every Man. Anſw. We are little obliged ro this Author 
for his Mifrepreſentation.of us, and of our Promiſes, which were con- 
dicional:; if; the Parliament and Convocation ſhould agree. And are: 
the Biſhops in'more.profpericy now, than when they made thoſe Pro- 


miſes? . Are chey ina condition to-perform them now, if chey were. 


never fo willing? ©. - | 

This is the ſame,as if one man ſhould extort a promiſe from another 
in durs, and then-io bind: hiny up, that ic ſhall be impoſlible for him to 
perform what he promiſed. The-reproach of non-performance will 
Lay on ſomeg other and/not.on-him:.-Let the Biſhops be put #\fatu quo, 
and chen ſee what they wilkdo:;. buc-rhis Obje&tion our Author ſuffi» 


ciently Anſwers, when he ſays, There: # no aſſurance that any one of the 


Diſſenters will come over to as {on qur Conceſſions) and therefore it is in vain 
to.proceed on this proje&:z for as for his confidence that many. would 
come .in; he muſt know the minds of. thoſe many betrer-than they: 
chemſelves do,jif hebeaſfured of it 5 for the leaders &f that multicude 
who are guided by them, have declared the contrary. And it being the 
intereſt of their. Miniſters, who have a more plentiful income by their 


1nventicles, as well .as_greater reſpe&s,and a larges power than they _ 


Cal 
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(54) 
»- hope far in a. Church Benefice, will never be ſuch {clf-denying 
: -4Of8, 25 t0-renounte:dll theſe Interefts,: and be brought into the 
Churcly to thelofsof them. Bru abe peaple, high our Author, will forfebe 
them, 41d, come int to ws if theſe Aterations be made. . hy; 
Anſ: On the, contrary, its more probable that when we make Alte. 
rations without their deſire, the Miniſters will tell them, we were a- 
- ſhamed of our corrupt Worſhip,and have altered ie in ſome leſſer, but 
have retained the, greater matters to which they cannot yeild; there be-. 
ing yet many ſinful contlitions in our conformitys and as the people ars 
already in' this belief, fo they will from our yoluntary Alceratians con- 
firm them in it, and gain more ontheir eredulity;: And from bencethe 
Minifters will not be left without excule,as long as they pretend any one 
ſinful term for aCommunion wich us is retained;and that pretence is like 
to hold as long as ic is their intereſt to ſuggeſt it; and 1o long after all 
that we can grant, we ſhall ſti}lhe vexed-with their Clamors. _ 
But 24, it is ſaid, - # ſhall by onr_ Alterations gioe (atufetion to the 
"Nation, who expects it, the main Body whereof, hie fays, ffand indifferent- 
by affected to them and us, and think the things ſtood upon to be but trifling 
»1a:ters. How the Nation wilt brook ſuch an accuſation,as if likeGa//io, 
they .cared not forthe ſolemnity: of Divine Worſhip, and. were Zao- 
diceans, neither hot nor: cold, for that which is Eſtabliſhed. þy Law, «+ 
and-hath been {o long approved by their practice, let them ſhew-'and | 
it were a ſhame if they ſhould not be as zealous :for the. Eſtabliſhed 
Wonhip, 8s the Diſſenters are for that which hath been ſo pften con- © 
 demned, though now it þe Tolerated. | 
- But there is yet another neceflicy. for Alterations, becauſe iff we do it | 
not; moff certamly the Parliament will. This man talks as ance Cromwel 
did; who having ſeized:the Keys of the Parliament houſe, clapt them 
up, and ſaid, He had-now the Parliament in bu Pocket, dp certainly 
the preſent Parliament will not truckle unfer ſuch a degenerate Uſur- 
per,and inſtead of thanks incur the Odinmof the Nation, ſeeing this ve- 
ry Author ſays, if it come to their hangs they may mjtead-of Circumſtantials 
alter Eſſentials, and make a breach on Religion # ſelf ta the andoing of all; 
and this I think is a Scandalum.; Magnatum ,; and: this:he: fears. will be *' 
done, -not. only- ms the. caſe 'of Orders,: but. other \Particulars., which be cauld | 
inſtance in, of which the leaſt miſcbief wontd be totally to extinguiſh all Con- 
vocations for the future, and refolve th: whole power of the Church mnto the 
Tipo Houſes. of Parkiament, and fixitbe a the. Papiſks. ou jus, That 
our Religion  a_Parkamestary, Religion; For-my pant ſhould fear the loſs 
of my Ears if1 ſhould bave thus flurd that Great Quuncil, this would 
make what he:would have the Churclito-be, Felfs de fe: 1 io. 
This Manas other venomous Animals)keaps the fhing in his Tail, og 
the concluſion of his Libel, in Anſwer to.a Third Objeai ..> ,7azr half 


Be: 


MY 


ue ary ſaever f CG Reaſons befar £553 4 it j time or-jt when ſo man ” 


Fath ers of the Church » whos he achnowle ageth to he excellent and moſt 


| Crrcncu perlons, and wher, _ Aep fry Clergy by their Suſpenſion, tand 

ancapacitated to att in this watter ; 4nd af his be noy. done, when their con 

ſent cannot be hes, they wile mne it * Page b; fticl ing to he preſent Form, 

create a new Schi[m is the Coach 3 and thu he cars is the reaſon much inſift- 

ed on to defeat * che defy = are 0 wo fag neuen But firſt I helieve, 

(whatever be re Be nof {: "Wa, Men) is gar the intent of the Con- 
al ob iſhoent 


Vacation; Zhey may 
ficution, thi 


Ea the preſent ig 
theſe pag 900615 of { ape of the;Cler- 
if FG BE praiſed AY the Ns 


lame, th | LE Be (0 | Q ajour of 
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15 Anſwertothi 1s 

| ave 1b 4t Pule te; 11 fe Gith he, that Hoe wi ave 
” PRs þ emfebuesi in defence g thei Chir ch,apd been al arsf or 
5, Jy turn their hayds agoinft it ? No, it # affirmed ring Tho 
Were ad pied ag the. A: ay iap oa Would i ree to the Hpenes Jeerats- 
page? ; {0 2 id 1268 [eperate, X17 af. ATE 77] AMY: 5 how 
wy Pc Ions Ace Jo, 4; all the Vi dneſs they panto gratife g pee- 
7h pum; ps & therefore, he i; they of het woke this .O, Long fave 8 
great deal to An ;oal for the injury which # ic ao ther þ: y ths fla Eros and 
wile In 119-121, For: mY part, cannot be {o confident, | that ole excel- 
lent Men would-be ſc 0. forward, to make ſuch Alterations, as this, Author 
lays A08y; wopld; and I. ſee the Onan ars not. ichogr Regfog c 9p 

ſide fr itchey ST dy jo ll FRpron of all;tha PE 
9.0 oh flend,xl gy al Knting fo fond ey 
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he cate, W ic] FR ars be ine, 
an & Cannots bo ap wy it Ma? DO big ok 1 
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Church, hl not. Ns = to any Alterations far Ln Sp hs ' 
: auty. thereof, without up S. 
HI oy zald. adhere. cocheoll'F aſe TIE Fogs he Eh 
ko ;-why She apr Ach © ha & ik Eur + Ie; £97 4 E 
oro > he t/a err rolelys Ge FO, ew, and the Reſentments 
ofthe Sica W3 "n [4 that Ek PI / qe a y 7 frH{bcs; 
to LA he * jan mealure, thar ſtich.exc 
ey Men mhog. not he. lowed m DT hrs Copicienge as i 
Lani 52nd peers SF Eh. they cs Sronp 50 be Men = 
rot 9c, and of PRES Boa hargſebLiyes:. Bue ic 1s verhhap 
pineþ, that ſuch as our;Author is, are not.made thei ir Judges; far 10W 
3 woul Neal — tho Scare- "<4 TA; he, K&rs them ) Wh; ich Knaves 
y lift up, but none has Fools can be | 


Mgnre ith ; would probably be; 
 likeche Knave than che. Fogl. | Anh 


Cs. 
And to condlude, hethinks his:Argurnent of Ab/olute Need ſo plain, 
thatthers can be no oppoſition, but trom them tlic are afratd of their | 
Church. power and Church-promotions,When they hear of Reformation: And 
ia truth, that word'was ntade an Engine of great miſchief in the former 
Age 1642, when the Church-men.ſuffered more than they fear , now 
under the preſent Government, whatever this Author'and his Aberters 
may dclign ; for he ſeems to tHreaten'us, Thar if we will not be contented 
with a moderate and juſt Reformation, he Kntows notbur the'Narion may 
take rhe matter into their own hands, anU bring us to that of Scorland, 
which, he ſays, we are ſo much afraid of; and deprive us of all: And 
then farewe! our Church-promotions, and all their Reyenues, which 
there will not want other Men-to ſhare among themſelves, when ſuch a 
thorow Reformation ſhall be made as the Scors once procured,and have 
again deſigned : And therefore I dare not truſt the promiſe of this fin- 
gle perfon, whoever he be,' (for I fear he hath not been as faithful co 
His'tormer ſolemn engagements-as he ought) That upotrour Alterati- 
ons-we ſhall find all the good ſucceſs that canbe deſired ; becauſe, as he 
ſays, there are appearances; at preſent, to the contrary ; and they of ſich an 
Afpect, as will much abate the Crediewhich he expedts ſhould be given 
to his promiſes; we had once very great promiſes from'ſuch « fort of 
Men, what a glorious King they would make! of King Charlzs the Firſt, 
and they did it; but it was 'by Martyrdom ;- and a godly Reformation 
was promiſed in the'Church, bur it proved a thorow Defolation of E- 
piſcopaty, Liturgy, and all-that was Sacratl; and as it was their fault | 
chen,fo ic will be ours now, if we by our too great credulity ſhall expoſe | 
-our ſelves to ruine a ſecond-time;on a bare promiſe of a faitilels Man. | 
Thus, Sir, Thave refleed-on theſe rwo Killing Letters, and ſhall not 
concern my {elf to enquire the: Authors: They may be Papifts, who-by 
ſach Arts ſeek to divide, that they-may deſtroy us; 'nor' can I perceive 
any other end'in either Letter, but the carrying on a defign ot Self-in- | 
cereft, and Secular advantapes, on the ruine of che Charch. - The firſt 
Atithor diſcovers his palpable Ignorance, the ſecond his viſibte Malice ; | 
The one fights as Don Quixor, with Windmills diftarbing his Brain ; 
'The other acts as the Fur predeftinatts undet a fatal necefity,by which 
he would excuſe all his Cheats and Robberies, 'as if he could fiot do-0- : 
therwiſe, being under che power of ah Abſolute neceſlicy ;I ſhall leave | 


ohio th eee rae >; 


itfto the Convocation to conjecture who may be the Authors of theſe 
Letters, but that the One is a Miniſter of the Eſtabliſhed Church, and 
the Other, as he pretends, - of the Preſent Convocation,” I c#nnot be 
perfwaded, though he ſhould ſwear to it ; becauſe'by. whatis matter 
of fac; ſuch Men have ated contrary to their Oaths , and' folemy 


Subſcriptions ; and ſo Itake my leave of them. 
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PRESENT 'CONVOCATION. 
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HECOR voewree N: being Surninowd by. theKing's 
Writ, His Majeſty iſſued out another Conmilſion:to' 


thirty Divines, to prepareMatters to be. Conſidered 
5h the he Coley The Commnlli jon is as tolloweth : 


7 Dereas cle particular Forms of Divine Worthip, a 
* the Rites and Ceremonies appainted. td be: usd 
«therein, ios Things $f cir wh "Nature Jdifferent' and 
cx Alteratt e, and ſa. a BK ed "Its bur Feafanable, that) 
© upon:weighty: and -important CORDS accord; ing-to 
6 _ vari vii bene Times and Occafions;fuch Changes 
fo. Alterations ho. de'the refs, a&td/thole- that are 
n Place and Aut thoruty, {hould.frgm tune a0 © ies” Kean 5 
e<hier” Neceflary Gr:Expedient. Nano togort »n.waddl,v 
i" Inv whereas the'Bobk*Sf Cartons 44 fir'to | beReviowd, 
* and made. more fatable. to the State of the, Chiirch'; and 
© whereas there are Detects and Abuſes inthe. Eccleſiaſtical 
©Courts and-Juri{Ultions,” afid partiealatly-there is not tuff 
* cient. Proviſion, inte for the Reino "off Searflatons Mi- 
Aran and Tg the Reforming of Manners either" in Mini- 
* ſters or Peoplet And:whereas it is: moſt fit that there. ſhould 
* be a ſtrict Method preſcribed for the Examination of ſuch 
© Perſons as defire.to becadmitted intg-Holy Orders, borh as 
; to their Learning. and Manners. __ . ; | 
e theret02e,. out of Our Pious and. Princely ' Gard for 
a ti Good Orger, and Edification, and Pay of the Chiarch 
* of England, committed to our Charge and Care; And for 
* the 16 Reconciling, as much as is poſlible, of all Differences a 
I a 
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* mong Our Good Subjects, and-to take away 
* the hke for the futnre, have thought fit to Authorize and 


« Empower Jow Tt. (ntbay; Ns ng whereof Three 


© to be Biſhops, to Meet, 
© be needful, and to Pre 
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Flenry == D. —— 5 4d of Chrift- - 
C hureh, QAxford. - 

W: l:Fang,D. D.Regrys Profefor of Di- 
 vinity intheT niverkity of Oxford. 


What thing, $. WEFE « debat ith 


nicated to eh Conye ratio 


by. 


'only it; 3s known, 'thatthe pre- 


Join Bl Hall, D. D. No aret Proj of 


Th os. Long b, ESL of Pork. 7 ay el os 
Fan, Med, Chnprmn d Biſhop Life: = <5, Eonone M þ 
Thom Sora, t@- 
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Nic olas Serat we Ls iſhc of Cheer. | TinGed Goo 54, D.D; Archdbqepn of 
Edvard $i bis 
Pauls, Lond.now nope of Fee A deed Duda —= 
pe a 
Swe: ah, 09 Rip or O ks he Am D D. DEAN »"_ 
de Harſn,D, D. op or, Coreg ans Thomas Tenifon, ifen, D. D. Archdea t of 
now-Dean-of'$t. Pails;Londi''' London.) © 
- Rich:Meggar D. Di: groan Febn Rn 06, D. Prebondary, of Se: 
ow Of rt Dan "Tak wy Ap Ela triotr, 'D. D: Pidbendkry of 
Rich-Kydab rough.”  Glotetes: 


Robert "oli D. D. Prebondary of 
' St. Pauls, - Lani 

Fobn Williams, D. Prebendary of 
- Or, Pauls, Eondon. 


them, are not yet commu- 


ſent Prolocutor,. ani ſome other "| Elriied afd” Reverend Di- 
vines, deferted them, as Altjking ſeveral Propolals, which the 
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\ From: Dana uM "Y 1689.) 3 ot 
HE Licahy was read by 2 Biſhop, for Evo Hobbs in 
'v Lavine; rhere-being only'this Sappliaton added, af- 
Mi; /ger-the Proyers: for the\Bifiophy 14 ts 
UK Thar 3+ way pleaſo Thee" to" aſpire with: Thy: Holy- ne 
rhjs\Corudcation, ani 20profide oven it, - to Veadh 1 4" feb Nod 
-Trwth, hee wed is arrording; #0 6 Godlinaſ J) (ONS hat 
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times wheh Were was.nh Sex 
| by Palanes was cogltantly ulte.: "Ol © Sdn, Ws nt 
off Gractone Gobble} Rnioul Mon; __ Genie al 
\\ bangs; vhs m—_—_ preſent, ge cork: Thee, with the 
+ bn. "Eſtates of 13 P ardiament affrabled,” amaler 
the Genre 0h nat Grucions Princes Wallin ond Ma- 
wp'5\ Fog pr wink the8þtr tt" of Cdunjet: we Pearky: here 
yt bu. preſerved in" one Mivahind'xcoordl;' anal\ wife 
ny 7) Uubjvh, ahd "Love FEAT —_ 
elfare ; that whatſoever Laids,'by theo yoynt yrs rags fu 
be obtain A; being eftablzſhed by our Lord ant - Fe Zin ing 
and Queen, may eſtablifh Agr ou ————_ ox Aud we 
frov: then: to our. Roſtenities for: aver, mi thtvennteaſe, of all 
Pertue, and the eek, Glory, of. Thy Yan. 9 meer, Felas 


Chrift our. Lor, mISaVICUN. is os No 
Then iollow'd thee Five Colleds-:;1.; . The. Collect, .0N oh 
Sig and- Fel Rr For Torrent 
C rh 7 ra ev and P rophers 
SEG Ret for to. mighty and Bacrku 
| Gegly 26j whoſe Spirvt, 80, | Ag. .3C aſians 1 my 
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#3 Us. Colle®, Almighty God who by thy Son Jeſus Chris? did? 
give tobe Holy dpoBlet many Ext Ham Gigs, ind ommandl7 
them Earneſtly to feed thy Flock, Make, we beſeech thee, all Bi 
ſhops and Paſtors digi, preich>thy HolyWord ; and the 


Pay - oped 3 4/4 _ 42 ay receiv = 
Ve vt; NS, 0m, Lord A 


IV. The Coliect of mig F Ay Po cr Trinity, cn 
we beſeech Thee, &c. 


| FeiCollat;0 anlied the Farber of detgln 5 ene 


Tuibofi ial i/afebitocnat Mn&/c and iuymatt hyrfergantsWpro- 
ftrating ourſelves at inf eh 

PRIRe etien\iieot hxNaiucy under the \Govermant.df our 
WnoihGracibun\fing W Kill dt _ Queen MARK bing. af 
fiſted by re Grace, dy De oo hai- 


dale fd ern all things which m "_* thy HH) = and 
Glory Peb 0624 64 Hs : ht ere- 
| fore tid pref de over TRO"COMRE ly 3 PURWPUngy #lfs 
prefiede: ori t hes: bu, NR dntoroth Ar 'f 
which. ts ir dg 16, Gad[tmeſs317 Dat avec mbohaveworth 
feriouſly;ntterly. renounced, Fhe. Exrpugsat fir holy ly. Refofnation, 
the. Carr aptibntiavdluSuhenfbitiond Yogerher inith the- Pape! Ty- 
rawiey: which heretoforedld here:ahound; nay ehof us firmy.and 
on/favtigihagbd:\thed k:and:thuly Corbolak Faith;'agd 
withau/ for, mdy duly Ora Y66; withia pure: Meprioips: rDravgh 
FA Chrift ont Lord. Amen: 1 + 

"Then follows the Prayer of St, Chryfolome x dhnighr) God 
hv haft-grum us Gree. & dbis.thmsy GC: VO (W095 JAI KP 
\\v Then-rhs: Members. ofthe: Convocation werewcalled'b DVer'? 
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Edwin Sand 1A Mc Wells.” 
Arch a 
Bdo: PWaple, B. D. Is if Taunton. 


Williata Clement, A. Mr Giles Pooley, 
ATM. Prodtors for zhe Clergy... 
HimplyezoLd.Bpa of Ang, 
Inka ouls, ,D. D. DeanGf:Beugir.. 
Nob: Foutks,\A Mi-PfokRk tor the Chapr. 
Haniphyey,\:Ed.. Bp.. of 'Bdnpbr; Arch» 
deacon of Blangor and: &ngleſey.. / 
Fran. Lloyd, AM. Archd. of Merioneth. 
obert W, wo, A.M, gFohn 1471 liams, 
wy ”P octors for L's Ge 
—_— I. .Bp. of Pultol, 
_ Lovere,D .D.Dean of Briſtol: 
Crefp:0n,A.M.Prodt.forthe Chap. 
So n Feilding; D. D- Atchd: of: Dorſer. 
Roger Mander, D.D!.i Rich. Roderick; 
B. D. Prodgors for the UClargyo: 7 


Cantetburi Þy 
Folhs Tilfarſon, DDoticn Deak of:Ca# 
terbury,now Dean-of $1Pau/.Dond. 
——=——L Prodbefar the Chaptehn 7 
Foh. BatteleyAbchddadonbt Contbrbury. 
George Th Ib. D::F6/m Cooke, i 
. Proftors '"e-vf Chnchel .. 

: Simon CR! x," 
Frinehs By: "NS; 9s pebe 
CARD rot the Chapt, 
-Foſias 'Plezdet, AM . Afchdeacon, of 

C hichifter. 
FoſephSajbr,\BL D. Ara, ;of ! Hive: 
ConjeriRitbardſin, A; M. Broil Mar- 
.1 241; 9; Frotorefor the Clergy... 
Themas,T.d:Bp. of 8.” aviDs! 
Fobid EG DD.) Pracemor:.” 
Sphncer Lncy:A M:Proct.for he Chae: 
Tim. Halton, D.D. Archd. of Sr:Dnv#ds. 
to. Omen, DD! Archd: of Carmiarthen, 
Tho. Staince;B3D! Archdi-of: Breekapck. 


Fob Withams, A.M. Archdiaf Cargiznm: 


The. $andys, A.M. William Powel, A.M.. 
Proctors for the Clergy. 


' Bray, rnb M. Anke of Darby 
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\ Ely: . 


T Foln Spencer D. D. Dean of Eb. 


Fohn Moere, D.D. prot. for the Chapt. 
Will. Sayirell, D.D. Archdeacon of Ely. 


' Same! Blith,, D.. D. Nicholas Gouge, 


A. M. proctors for the Clergy.” 

Fonathan, 1.d. Bp. of Eretcer, 
Rich. Anneſicy, D:D! Dean'of Exon. 
Geo. Hooper D.D. proct.for the Chaprer. 
Edward Lake, D: D.- Archd. of Exeter. 
Edw. Drew, A M. Archd. of Cornwal!. 
Fra. Fulwood, D. D. Archd. of Totnes. 
FHilliam Read;'A. M. Archd: of -Barum. 
hom Fames,/D..D. - Tho. Long, Seriior, 

B. D: 'proctors'for the Clergy. . - 
-- -- Gloceſter, 
William Fane, D. D. Dean of * Gloce= - 

_fter, Prolocutor.. - . 

Recb. Duke, A.M. proctor os the Chapt, 

Tho,>Hide\D. D.- Archd: of ' Gioceſter.... 

a Gregoty, D:D\ Rich; Porfwely | 
' L.''D.iProctors for the Clergy. - 

: Herbevr; CU. Bp. \of Derefo2n.. 
GeorgeBtriſo-D. D: Dean of Eereford. | 
__ 2zers, D.D. prodtor for the Chapr. 

nſon, A: M. Archd. of Hereford. 
_ Orvvey," A. M.: Atchd.cof Salop. 
WiltzanGobnſon;” D. D. :Rech-/ Bulkley, ; 

\,M. iproors f6t rfe.Clergy ;: 

WL EdiBpoR Lanvare.” 
FHenly Bll, Hip 'Arthd) dns we 
Foriathaji Bdords, Prodter- "for 

' Chapter. | | 

William Fram rom, AM: nt 

A. M. for the Cler 
"Tbonracy. 'Þ.& Bp.@f' Lic hhicl od: 

41 and Coventry.” als 
Land Addjfon, D. D. Dean 'of, Licks 


Fohn Willes,D.D- phock ve foe the Ckikpe. | 
Lancelot Adiiſdh, D-D; Archdeacon of 
Coventry, 012541 * 


ord. 
Sabo. 


Pons, abas 


13 


STS RE AC IP CAP APYED Ct SPIITI A EI Rane fan 


( 69 


Barnabas Poole, A. M. Fo. Kimberley, 
A. M./ practars forithe Clergy. - 
Thorwas,lord Bp; of Lincoln. 
Daniel-Brevint,, D.D. Dean of Lincoln. 
John Des, A.M. Samuel Fuller, D. D.. 

prothors. for the. C 
Tha O/dys, Þ. B. Archd: of Sins: 
John Hitton, A.M Archd, of Store. 


Byron. Eptain, D:D, Archd,'of Leiceſter. 


Folm Hamond, D. D.. Archd. of Bucks. * 
Fohm Gery, L.D. Archd. of Huneington. 
Fohn Shelton, A.M. Archd. of Bedford. 
FamesGurdimer,.D,D. Rovert Edwarole, 
: BD. Prater for the Clergy. «: 
HB: nry, id. Bp.of Lonvan,. Pref: 
F. Tillotſon, D.'D; naw Idof St. Pauls. 
Hlt.$tanley,DeD. Ptat for the Chapr. 
Tho. Teniſon, D. D. Axchd, of. 'L ondan. 
Fohn Goodman, D.D. Archd;.of Eſſex. ). 
| Chafles Aiſt 2, 0.D.Archd. OMe 
Hl Beveridge, ILDiArchd:of Colc 
Fohn Cole, 3.-M. Arehd:-of 'Sr.u4/ 


Fohu.Patk$þ, A.M. Prddt forthe 
Tho. w” D: Atchd. of vos ps 
Fade wo ton, BD. DL) Nath: hating 


A:M. proctots for the:Ctergy..... 


Thowsas, 1d. by j Soon 
Henry Ulleck, DrDc; 9 _ 


hind: Hotlan, 'A. Jo 
ak ne CEA ſoph on 


Gilbert, 1.4; Bp. of Saligbury 

Thomas Price. D. D. De 

Robey er; 'D; rrotob or the 
Wilt: Reohards;B.D. Anckd, of "_ 

The. L ambers, Ih D.A:chd; of-- - 

Thamds Ward, L:.D. Acchd..of Wilts. 

Fohn CIT Thimas —__ -_ D. 
prottors for rhe-Clergy: *. ! 


News curd, Ds. B.. Robert, Ges 
x Practors for rhe Clergy. 
> i; J29WWICh: ”, I, 
Jaindhrs DoD. _ Dean of be Rich. —_ D::Dean.of YF7nton. 
h-Bodrog;A. Ml. Pra&fortheChapn, 77] Tn mag 
Opn ND: D- Ard + _ The Clo ECTS Tr, DD, FD. AoMcacer 
Dc :Noxfol wi 
EST TOES Peng 
fr i - Oh n 2 p 
Fohy Connald, A.M. Fobn Ee D.D. D. D. prodtors for the Clergy. 
Prafoes fo the Clergy, c: ; {1b - =o} 
12 ODxfoadi ow MM /- ampt on; No\Renuss. 
Hye ASIUDD. Bcd hw. 1:4-Bp»of Urerceftirr. 
Hen. Wali aAt eg ey Chapter. —— D.B, Dean bf //arce/ter. 
Finerhy H B. Archd. of Quzon. R. Baztle,A.M..proct.cpn eager, 
_ Mz, D. D. W "ng 1 John Fineneg A. M. Archdeacg 
b, I for the Glergy $4 .& g Warceft 


I9\J #\ 3m 


cabs? 
ni "Kidder, D. D. Dean of Potenbyur 


Jobw Ip D. D.dp AM 
. pactarsfor the Clergy... 2s 


And atrer 'this, \ the: Profocuter: 'was cliofea.:/ The Perfors 
rang, were Dr. ir. 7illotfos, Dean' of St. Pat s, 21d Dr. for 
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the Rinp's Profeſſor in Oxford; Dr. Fare had the Majority of 
Voices; | yet great” endeavours were wled to prefer the Dean, 
whoſe Party having'argued mich for'it, but ſaw themſelves, 
overcome, ' did at laſt-yeild to the' Ek@ion of Dr. Fare, the 
Votes for him being double to the otliers,  — © 

-  The'firſt thing that was done in the Convocation, after the 
ehuſing the Prolocutor, was, Decemb. ah, when the Commil- 
fion from the King was'read, 'there being preſent twelve Bj- 
ſhops ; the Commuſſion was as follows: - OEM 


'F Thiam and Mary, by the Grice of GOD, King and 
'Y * Queen of England, Scotland, France, and Tretand, 
© Nefenders of the Faith@r. To-all t9:whomthele Prefents 
{Mall come; Geertni > Cyereas, im and by one Act of 
© Parliament trade ot Wefmmnſter, in the 25th: Year of the 
© Reign of King Hen+y the' 8th, Reciting , That whereas the 
< King's Humble and" Ohedient Sabjecs, the Clergy of this 
* Realm of England, had not only acknowledged according 
* to the Truth; that the Convocation of the ſame Clergy, 
« were Always, had been, and'ought'to'be' Aﬀembled only by 
« the Kane's Writy bur alls ſubmitting themnfelves to the King's 
+ Majeſty; had promiſed in Yerbs- Sacerdors, that they would 
« neverfrom theneeforth preſume to Attempt, Alledge, Claim, 
< or put in Ure; or Enact, Promulge; or Execute ww) new Ca- 
© nons, Conſtitutions, Ordinances Provincialor others, or by 
* whatſoever other Name they ſhonld be called in the Con- 
*:yocation, unleſs the aid King's moſt Royal Aſſent and Licenſe 
4 might to them be had, to Make, Promutge and Exccute the 
« ame ; and that the ſaid King did giye his Royal Aftent and | 
5s Authority 19 thabbehat'o » tle To oe 
11119 Tt was therefore Enacted/by the Authority of the fad Prr- 
'srHantent, according! £5 the (aid Submiſſion and Petitianot tho 
"*#aid> Clergy, embng' ther” things, That they, nor any Gt 
< them from thenceforth ſhould Enadt, Pronnmige or Exccute 
5 any ach Canons, Comlitiitions of Ordinances Provincia!, 
: MD %g 


CD) 
© by whatſoever Name they .might be called. in their -Convo- 
* cations in time coining, which always fhould-be;Allembled 
© by Authority; of, the: King's: Writ, mnleſs:the; flame Clergy: 
© might have; the King's moſt» Royah Aﬀeht.ahd; Licenſe; to 
* Make, Promulge and'Execute; tel Canons, ;Confſtitutions 
© and Ordinances;:Provincial or Synodal;z, upon Pain;of every 
* one of the (aid, Clergy doing contrar y-\to-the faid Act,;and 
* being thereof Conyict; to, fuffer. Impriſonment;; and; make 
* Fines at the King's Walk oilo! 22 2627 rol mino3} 263 2 enorht 

* And further, by the ſaid Act it is Provided, That no Ca- 
* nons, Conſtitutions or -Ordinances.ſhould -be Matte; or put 
*.in Execution. within this Realm, by.:Authority of the Con- 
* VOCATIONS of the Clergy, ' which ſhould; be cgatraxiant; or re- 
©'pugnant to ;the King's, Prerogative Royal; the Cuſtonis; 
* Laws or Statutes of'this Realm,.any thing contained. ith the 


* ſaid At to the contrary thereof notwithſtanding; i... .,' ,v 


—_—o 


* And laſtly, It is allo Provided by the faid Act, That ſuch 
© Canons, Conſtitutions, Ordinances; and Synodals Provincigl, 
* which then were already made, and; which-then; were mot 
© contraniant-or repugnant to the Laws, Statutes and Cuſtoms 
© of this Realm, nor to the- Damage or Hurt of the King's Pre- 
* rogative Royal ; ſhould then ſtill. be Uſed and: Executed as 
© they were before the making of the faid Act, until ſuch time 
© as they ſhould be. Viewed, Searched, or otherwiſe Ordered 
* and Determin'd.by. the Perſqns mentioned in the faid Act, 
© or. the moſt part of them, according -to the, Tenor, Form 
* and Effect of the {aid Act, as by the:taid Act; among divers 
© other things more tully and at large, 'it doth and may ap- 
Pear. T1547 lat | | 

£ And whereas the particular Forms of Divine Worſhip, and 
© Rites and Ceremonies appointed- to. be: uſed; therein, being 
© Things. of their own. Nature Indifterent. and Alterable,.and 
©{o acknowledged, It is but reaſonable, that upon weighty 
* and important Conſiderations, according to the various Ex- 
* igency of Times and Occaſions; ſuch Changes and Altera- 

tions 
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© tions ſhould be made therein, as to thoſe that are in Place 
* and Authority, ſhould from time to'time, ſeem either nece(- 
© ſary or expedient. 
* And whereas the Book of Canons is fit to be Reviewed, 
* and made more. {ſuitable to the State of the Church : And 
© whereas there are divers Defects and Abuſes in the Eccleſia- 
© ſtical Courts and Juriſdiftions ; and particularly there is 
< not ſufficient Provifieon made for the removing of Scanda- 
© lous Miniſters, and for the Reformation of Manners either 
* in-Miniſters or People ; And whereas it is moſt fit, that 
« there ſhould be a ſtrift Method preſcribed for the Examina- 
* tion of ſuch Perſons as defire to be admitted into Holy Or- 
* ders, both as to their Learning and Manners : Know ye, 
* That We, for divers urgent and weighty Cauſes. and Confi- 
« dexations, Us thereunto moving, of 'Mur eſpecial Grace, cer- 
* tain Knowledge, and meer Motion, have by Vertue of Our 
© Prerogative Royal, and Supream Authority 1a Cauſes Ec- 
«| ical, Given and Granted, and by thefe Preſents do 
« cive and grant, full, free and lawful Liberty, Licenſe, Pow- 
© er and Authority, into the Right Reverend Father in GoD, 
* Henry Lord Biſhop of Loudon, Prefident of this Preſent Con» 
* yocation, for the Province of Canterbury, (upon the Suſpen- 
« fjon of the Lord Arch-bithop of Canterbury) during this 
© preſent Parliament now Aſſembled ; and in his Abſence, to 
*{\uch other Biſhops as ſhall be appointed Preſident thereof, 
* and to the reſt of the Biſhops of the ſame Province, and to all 
* Deans of Cathedral Churches, Arch-Deacons, Chapters and 
<* Colledges, and the whole Clergy of every ſeveral Dioceſs, 
* within the ſaid Province; That-they the {aid Lord Bifhop of 
* London, or other Preſident of the faid Convocation, and the 
* reſt of the Biſhops, and other the-ſaid Clergy of this preſent 
© Convocation within the {aid Province of Canterbary, or the 
© greateſt namber of them, whereof -the Preſident of the {aid 
© Convocation to be always one, ſhall and may from time to 
© time, during this preſent Parliament, Confer, Treat, Debate, 
K * Conlt- 
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* Conſider, Conſult, and Agree of and upon ſuch Points, Mat- 
©ters, Cauſes and Things, as We from time to.time ſhall Pro- 
© poſe, or cauſe to be propoſed by the ſaid Lord Biſhop of 
© Londox, or other Preſident of the faid Convocation, comer- 
© cingAlterations and Amendmentsot the Liturgy and Canons, 
© and Orders, Ordinances and Conſtitutions for the Reforma- 
© tion of Eccleſiaſtical Courts, tor the Removing of Scandalous 
© Miniſters, for the Reformation. of Manners either in Mini- 
« ſters or People, and for the Examination of ſuch Perſons as 
© deſire to be admitted into Holy Orders, and all ſuch other 
© Points, Cauſes and Matters as We ſhall think Neceflary and 
* Expedient, for advancing the Honour and Service of - Al- 
© mighty Go D, the Good and Quiet of the Church, and the 
© better Government thereof. 

* And we do allo by theſe Preſents, Give and Grant unto 
© the ſaid Lord Biſhop of London, or other Preſident of the ſaid 
© Covocation, and to the reſt of the Biſhops of the ſaid Pro- 
* vince of Canterbury, and untoall Deans of Cathedral Church- 
© es, Arch-Deacons, Chapters and Colledges, and the whole 
* Clergy of every ſeveral Diocels within the faid Province, 
* full, tree and lawful Liberty, Licenſe, Power and Authority, 
* That they the ſaid Lord Biſhop of Lozdon, or other Preſident 
© of the {aid Convocation, and the reſt of the ſaid Biſhops, and 
* other the Clergy of the ſame Province, or the greateſt Num- 
© ber of them that ſhall be preſent in Perſon, or by their Pro- 
© xies, ſhall and may trom time to time, draw into Forms, 
© Rules, Orders, Ordinances, Conſtitutions and Canons, ſuch 
© Matters as to them ſhall ſeem Neceſſary and Expedient for 
* the Purpoſes abovementioned ; and the ſame ſet down in 
«* Writing, from time to time, to Exhibit and Deliver, or cauſe 
© to be Exhibited and Delivered unto us, to the end that We, 
© as Occaſion ſhall require, may thereupon have the Advice 
* of Our Parliament: And that ſuch, and ſo many of the faid 
© Canons, Orders, Ordinances, Conſtitutions, Matters, Cauſes 
* and Things as ſhall be thought Requiſite and Convenient by 

FI, * Our 
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* Our ſaid Parliament, may be'prefented to Us in due Form, for 
© Our Royal Aſent, if _ Mature Conſideration thereof, We ſhall 
* think fir to Enat che ſame. Jn TUIttneſs whereof, We have 
© cauſed theſe Our Letters to be made Patent ; Witneſs Ourſelves at 
© Weſtminſter, the 3oth Day of November, in the Firſt Year of Our 
© Reign, A ens es | 
wm Per. Breve de privato Sipello, BURKER. 


Vera Copia, J. C. N. P. 


His Majeſty's Gracious Meſlage to the Convocation, ſent by che 
Earl of Nottingham, as. followeth : RT” 
WiLtiam R Sr 6 | 
c = Majeſty has Summon'd this Convocation; not only becauſe 
* *tis uſual upon holding of a Parliament, but out of a Pious 
©Z<cal to do every thing that may tend to the beſt Eſtabliſhmenr of 
* the Church of England, which is ſo eminenta Part of the Reforma- 
* rion, and is'certainly the beſt ſuited to the Conſticution of this Go- 
© vernment;. and therefore. does moſt ſignally deſerve, and ſhall at- 
© ways have both His Favour and Prote&ion ; and he doubts nor, 
* but char you will affiſt Him in promoting the Welfare of it, ſo thac 
© no Prejudices, with which ſome Men may have laboured to pofle(s 
© you, ſhall diſappoint His: goud Intentions, or deprive the Church 
© of any. Benefit 'from your Conſultations. His Majeſty therefore 
© expects, 'that the Things that ſhall be propoſed, ſhall be calmly 
© and impartially Conſidered by you, and atfures you, that he will 
* offer nothing to you but what ſhall be for the Honour, Peace, and 
© Advantage both of the Proteſtant Religion in general, and particular. 
*Iy of the Church of England. © | | 
The Biſhops ADDRESS: 
V T F Your Majeſty's mo#t Dutiful Subjefts, the Biſhops and Clergy of 
the Province of Canterbury, in Conwocation aſſembled, having 
received Your Majeſty's Gracious Meſſage, together with a Commiſſion from 
Your Majeſty, by the Earl of Nottingham, hold ourſelves bound in Grati- 
tude and Duty, to return our mot Humble Thanks and Acknowledgements 
of the Grace and Goodneſs expreſſed in Your Majeſty's Meſſage , and the 
Zeal You ſhew in it for the Proteſt ant Religion in general, and the Church 
of England i particular, and of the Truft and Confidence repoſed in us 
by this Commiſſion : . We look on theſe Marks of Your Majeſty's Care and Fa- 
Vonr, as the Continuance of the great — Almighty God wroaght 
IE for 


. 
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for by Wur Meanig in making You-the Bleſſed Inflrumint of 'Preſerwing 
&: from: falling under the Craelky of. PopifhTyrany); for which ex webave 
often Thanked Almighty God, ſo me cannot forget that: bigh Obligation. and 
Duty which we owe to Yuur idajeſty ; and on theſe new Aſſurances of Nour 
PreteFion and Favour to our Church, we: keg learue torener tbe Afſirance 
of our conſtant Fidelity and Obedience to Your Majeſty, Whom we Pray 
GOD ta continue Long, and.'Happily to. Reignn 04/40. ns. 


This Addreſs was not approved of by the Lower Houſe, who 
thought they had the Priviledge (wanting the Books of Preſidents) 
to preſent one of their own drawing ; but that not being admitted, 
it was voted by the Lower Houfe, to make fome Amendmengs ; 
which were not agreed on, till after a.Conference wich the Biſbops, 
the Lower Houſe infiſting, that they would confine themſelves to. 
the King's Declaration, and to what concerned eſpecially the Church 


of England ; whereupon a Conference was deſired, and a Commit- 


tee appointed to attend; the Lords: The Conference was managed 
chiefly between the Biſhpp of'S2/z#bary, and the Prolocutor ;;. the Bi- 
ſhop urged , That the Church of England was not diſtinguiſhed. 
from other Proteſtant Churches, but by its Hierarchy and Revenues, 
and that it was an equivocal Expreffion; for if Popery ſhould pre- 
vail, it would be called the Church of Egiand ftill. To which the 
Prolocutor anſwered, 'Fhat the Church of England was diſtinguiſh- 
ed by its Do&rine, as it ftands in the Articles, Liturgy, and Home- 
lies, as well as by its Hierarchy , and that the Term of Prote- 
ftant Churches was much more Equivocal, becauſe Socinians, 4na- 
baptifts, and Quakers aſſumed that Title. After this, we heard no- 
more Reply, but a Committee of the Convocation, in the Lower 
Houſe, having drawn up another Form, it was conſented to. And 
Thanks were given. to the. Pcolocutor, for managing the Conte- 
Tence. 


And the Addreſs, as agreed on, to be Preſented, was as followeth : 


XN 7 E Your Majeſty's moFf? Loyal and mot Dutiful Subjetts, the Biſhops 
and Clergy of the Province ff Canterbury, in Convocation A(- 
ſembled, having recerved a mo#t Gracious Meſſage from Your Majeſty, by 
the Earl of Nottingham, hold ourſelwues bound in: Duty.and Gratitude, 10 
return our me#t Humble Acknowledgments for the ſame ; and forthe Pione 
Zeal and Care Your Majeſty 3s picajed to. expreſs. therein for the Honour, 
Leace, Advantage, and Eſt auliſhnaent. of the Church of England : ' Where- 


by 
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by, we doubt not, the TntereFt of the Proteſtant Religion in at cther Prote- 
ſtant Churches, which is dear to ww, will be the better ſecured under the In- 
fluence of Your Majeft's Government and Proteftion. And we crave leave 
to aſſure Your Majeſty, That in purſuance of that Truft and Confidence 
You repoſe im us, 2ve will conſider whatſoever ſhall be offered to ws you Your 
Majeſty, without Prejudice, and with all Calmneſi and Impartiality : And 
that we- will conftantly Pay the Fidelity and Allegiance, which we have 
all Sworn to Your Majeſty and the Queen ; Whom we pray GOD to con- 
tinue Long, and Happiiy to Reign over us. 


This Addreſs was preſented on Thurſday the 12th of December, in the Ban- 
querting-Chamber. 


His Majeſty's moſt Gracious Anſwer tothe Biſhops Addreſs, e&c. 


My Lorps, 
© | Take this Addreſs very kindly from the Convocation : You may 
I * depend upon it, that all I have promiſed, and all that I can do 
* for the Service: of the Church of England, 1 will do: And 1 give 
© you this new Aſſurance, that I will improve all Occaſions and Op- 
*-portunities for its Service. | 


EL Inthe Adjournments it was- firſt debated, Whar Proxies each Man might 
have, . from thoſe thar were abſent ; and it was-agreed, that one Man might 


* have four. 


H. Whether- thoſe Biſhops that had Arch-Deaconries annexed to their Bi- 
ſhopricks, might grant Proxies ro any Member of rhe Lower Houſe of Convo- 
cation, to Vote for rhem. 

III. Whether ſuch Proctors for the Clergy, as had nor appeared, mighr grant 
their Proxics:; Which was refolved in the Affirmarive, Prefidents being found 
for the ſame, 

Fhen it was' complained, that-the Convocation wanted the Books of Prefi- 
dents belonging to the Convocation 3 and it being ſaid, that the Biſhop of 4- 
ſaph, and Dean Tillorſon had ſuch Books, they were deſired ro bring them-in ; 
which was done, and a Committee appointed to inſpect them, and report what 
Prefidents could be found, that might concern the Convocation, whnch is yer 
wder Examination. It was propoſcd, that a Commitree might be- continued 
during the Adjournment, to prepare things again{t their Meeting ; bur this - 
was denied. Complaint was made of ſome dangerous Books'prinred contrary 
to the Canons, as that againſt rhe Creed of Athanaſius 3 which was ſent to the 
Biſhops to be Cenſured by them. A Reverend: Perſon made a Speech on thz 
behalf of the Biſhops under Suſpenſion, that ſomerhing might be done to qualifie 
them to fit in Convocation, but ſo as the Convocation might not incur any dan- 
ger ; which being not in their Cognizance, it was'waved, and leit to farther 
Conlideration. : 

T:H-B 
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The MINUTE PARTICULARS 


Obſe:v'sd in the 


Proceedings of the CONVOCATTION, 


. 


4 December, 168g. 

JRayers being ended, the King's Committton brought in with a Meflage by 

| the Earl of Norringham, both which being read, the Biſhops went ro Fe- 
ry/alem-Chamber, from whence they ſent a Copy of the King's Meſlage, 
withthe Form of an Addrets, ro which rhey defir'd the Concurrence of this Houte. 

Dean of Mindſer, St. Paui's, Exon, defired by this Houle, ro attend the Lords, 
ro know whether they were all conſenting to the ſaid Addreſs, and likewiſe ro 
pray a Copy of the ſaid Commitlion. 

They Reported from the Lords, Tharrhey were conſenting to the ſaid Addrels, 
and order'd ro be ſent down to this Houſe, and defir'd rheir Concurrenoe ; and 
thar they would order a Copy of the Commiſion. Then a Queſtion aroſe, 
Whether this Houſe ſhould concur with the Form recommended by the Biſhops, 
or Addreſs the King in their own Form ? 

Reſolv'd by this Heuſe, To return Thanks to the King in a Form of their own. 


Dean of Peterborough, Dean of Chriſt-Church, delir*d to attend the Lords' 


with their Reſolurion. | 

Order'd, That nothing of any moment be agreed upon, or pals into an Act, 
till the old Books of former Convocations are brought in. 

Order'd, That Mr. Pleydels Proxy be withdrawn. 

The Biſhops defiring a Conference, 

Order'd, That the Dean of Chri#-Church, Chicheſter, Litchfield, Briſtol, Se. 
PauP's, Peterborough, D'S, Hooper, Maurice, Wills, be deſired ro attend the Lords, 
ro acquaint them, that the Houle conſents roa Conference, and have appointed 
Managers, bur detire a longer time to prepare Initructions for them. 

The Lords appointed Friday Morning, nine of the Clock, to be attended a- 
bout the Conference. 

Order'd, Thar the ſame Perſons, rogerher with the Prolocutor, Deans of Z1/;nd- 
for, Exon, Dr. Battely, and Archd. Feilding, be appointed a Commintee, to draw 
up Inſtructions, to Morrow at nine of the Clock. Adjourn'd to the 6th. 

6 Decemb. Prayers ended, the old Books, and the Copy of the Commitſiion 
brought in. The Committee brought in an Addreſs, with Alterations, with the 
Reaſons why they cannor concur with the Biſhops in their Form, in thcle words, 
We are deſirous to confine our Addreſs to his Majeſty's mo$t Gracious Meſſage, and 40 
thoſe things only therein, which concern the Church of England 3 whichReaſons be- 
ing approved of, and agreed to by this Houſe, it was carried up to the Lords by 
the ſaid Committee 3 who Reporred from rheir Lordſlips, That what Alteratt- 


ons this Houſe makes in their Lordſhips Addrets, ought ro be ſpecified in the re- ; 


ſpective Lines thereof. in particular Exceptions. 
Order , 


ee OR 


(63 F- 


Order'd, That the Form of Amendments ſent down by the Lords, be referred to 
the ſame Commitree, to meer to Morrow at eight of th2 Clock, ar Dr. Busby's Cham- 
ber, ſaving this Houſe's right of Proceedings, in their own way, in this and the like 
caſes, where there is no Precedent ro the contrary. 

Order'd, That the Houſe adhere to the Reaſon of their Amendments, which 
was offered to the Lords. 

Order'd, That Drs, Teniſon, Fuller, Beveredge, Hamond, Halton, Thorpe, Parſons, 
Gregory, Grove, Saywell, Alſton, Mander, Woodward, Goodman, Busby, Younger, Moore, 
Stanley, Mr. Kimberley, Richardſon, Ortley, Buckley, and Skelton, be appointed a 
Commitree, to inſpect the old Books belonging ro the Convocation, and where 
they find them defective, to offer new Orders, for rhe Approbarion of this Houle : 
Eleven whereof to be a Quorum, and to meer at three this Afternoon at Dr. Teni- 

ſon's Library. Adjourn'd till to Morrow. 

7 Decemb. Prayers ended, the Committee recurn'd the Biſhops Form of Addreſs 
Alrerd and Amended according to the order of the Houſe Yetterday, which being 
approv'd of by this Houſe, they were defir'd to carry itup tothe Lords. Adj: tillg. - 

9 Decemb. Prayers ended, the Commirtce return'd the Biſhops Form of Addrels, 
Alrer'd according to the order of the Kloute on Friday, which being approved of, 
they were again tocarry it up to the Lords, (being prevented by the Adjournment 
on Heaneſday, from attending their Lordthips with it) who brought down three 
Reaſons trom their Lordſhips, why the expreſs mention of the Protettant Religion. 
ſhould be inſerted in the Addreſs, which are as follow : 1. Becauſe it is the known 
denomination of the common Doftrine of the Weltern part of Chriſtendom, in oppoſits- 
on to the Errors and Corruptions of the Church of Rome. 2. Becauſe the leaving out 
this, may have ill conſequences, and be liable to ſtrange conſtruttions, both at home and 
abroad, among Proteſtants as well as Papiſts. 3. Becauſe it agrees with the general 

Reaſon offer d by the Clergy for their Amendments, ſince this is expreſly mentioned in 
the King's Meſſage 3 and'in this the Church of England being ſo much concerned, the 


| Biſhops thinkit ought ſtill to ſtand in che Addreſs. 


Then a Queſtion aroſe , Whether the conſideration of thete Reaſons ſhould be 
referred roa Committee, or debated in a full Houle. 

Reſolv'd, Thar it be debared. 

After thedebare, the Houte agreed, thax after theſe words in the Addreſs, / viz.) 
The Eſtabliſhment of the Church of England! it be immediately added, ' A/pereby we 
doubt not the Intereft of all the Proteſtant Churches, which is dear to us, will und:r the 
influence of Tour Majeſty's Government, be the better ſecured. | l 

Order'd, The ESrds deſiring a Committee from this Honſe, to inſpect the old 
Books, Thar Drs, Tenzfon, Mauder, Woodward, Haltom, Moore, Gregory, Mr. Skelton 
and Otley, be appointed a Committee, ro attend the Lords this Afternoon, ar five 
a Clock, ro inſpect the old Books. Adjourn'd till to Morrow. 

19 Decemb. Prayers ended, a Meſſage came down from the Lords, for the Man- 
agersto atrend rheir Lordſhips ; who Reported from their Lordſhips, Thar they 
defire the reaſon of this Houſe, why inſtead of the Proteſtant Religion, they inſert 
Proteſtant Churches. 

Order'd, That the ſameManagers be appointed to draw up their Reaſons imme- 
diately 3 who rerurn'd their Reaſon in theſe words : //e being the Repreſentative 
£ a form'd eſtabliſht Church, do not think fit ro mention the word Religion, any fur- 
ther 
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ther, then it 1; the Religion of ſome form'd eftablifht 'Charch. Which Reaſon being © ID 
approv'd, ir was:carried up to theLords. 

'The Lords rerur'd the Amendments with ſome Alterations, -in theſe avarde: 
After the words (Eltabliſhment of the Church of England) add, Whereby we doubt 
not; the -Interet of the. Proteſtant Religion, in this and all other Proteſtant Chuidhes, 
which is dear to us, will be the better ſecured under your Majufty's Government: mee 

 Protet;on. 

Order'd by the Houſe, That the words, this and, be omitted. 

The Prolocucar, ar rhe Requeſt of the Houle, gave an Account of the Confe- 
rence with the Lords.” 
| 'Order'd, That the Thanks of the Houſe be given to the Prolocutor, for Mans 

aging the Conference with the Lords. Adjourn'd till to Morrow. 

11 Drcemb. Prayers ended, the Prolocutor Reported from the -Lords., That 
they had agreed to all the Amendments with this Houle 5 and thar they -would 
give this Houle an account this Morning, when it would be a fir time 70 wait: 4 
on his Majefty with ithe ſaid Addrefs. 

Then the Houſe defir'd rhe Protocutor to attend the Lords, and humbly r@ re- 
preſent to their Lordſhips, Thar.there are ſeveral Books of very dangerous conſe- 
quence to the Chriſtian Religion, and the Church: of Eng/aud particularly .; Nores 
-upon Athanaſius Creed, and two Letters relaring to the preſerxr Convocation, new- 
ly come abroad; and to defire their Lordfhips Advice, in what way, and how 
tar, ſafely, without incurring the Penalty of the .of ma 25 H.$. the Convocation 
-may proceed, in the'preventing-the Publiſhing the like Scandalous Books for the A 
ature, and inflicting the Cenſure of the Church, according to-the Canons proves 
ded in that behalf, upon the Authors of rhem. . | 
. Then the Pralocutor acquainted the Houle, That their Lordfhips received the 

Meſage very kindly, and promiſed to take ir-ino contiderarion 3 And allo, 'that 

' this Houſe is defired to.attend their Lorſhips ar the erting-Honle rg Mor- 
row at three of the Clock, to preſent the faid Addrels to'bis Majefty. Adj.to Friday, 

1'3 Decemb. Prayer ended. porter till. co Morrow. 

Prayers ended, a Copy of the King's Anfwer to the Addreſs, ſent down from 
the Lords. 

' TheProlotutor acquainted rhe Houſe, That the Preſidem had declared his ſence 
of the itl coblguryts of rhofe Books that were ſerx up from this Houſe, go their 
Loerdfhips 5 and thar upon ingniry, he conld nor receive ary farisfaCtion, how tar 
the Convocation might . proceed m' that affair, bur he would as far as lay' in him, 
take farther order about.  - 

HAereed by this Honſe, "That" the Protocutor return Thanks -to the Preſident. FM 
the care he hath raken abour. our Propoſal concerning the Books, and ro- defire 
his Lordſhip to proceed further in it. 

Then it was propoſed by the Lords, to appoint a Commirree of borh Houſes wo 

Ait- during the Recels. : 


After:ſome debare, 
Reſo'red, Thar this Houſe does riot conſent to appoint any Committee, Sino 
- the faid Recehs. Adjourn'd to the 24th: of Jenany.. 
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